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Class of 2013 Induction
Maine Ski Hall of Fame
Friday, October 25, 2013
Lost Valley Ski Resort

Auburn, Maine

Let’s toast 8 amazing skiers & visionaries 
who made Maine the way skiing should be.

Where most people
saw snow, they envisioned
mountains of opportunity.
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Masters of Ceremonies
Greg Sweetser  •  Dave Irons  •  John Williams  •  John Chris  e

Class of 2013

PR O G R AM

   MISSION         STATEMENT    

Rand Stowell
Will Farnham
Greg Poirier

Howard Paradis
Bruce Cole

Gail Blackburn

 The mission of the Maine Ski Hall of Fame is to recognize those skiers, who through their efforts and achievements have brought 
distinction to Maine skiing. Some of these skiers made their mark in competition. Others were founders who built the sport into a way of 
life for so many Mainers. Still more were teachers who led countless skiers and competitors into our sport. Some had an intense impact 
on local skiers while others gained prominence on an international scale. Thanks to these skiers Maine has an industry that is a vital 
part of the economy, not only in the mountains, but throughout the state. 
 It is to recognize the importance of skiing to Maine and its citizens that the Maine ski Hall of Fame has been formed. By enshrining 
those men and women who founded and built the sport in Maine, competitors who brought prominence to Maine skiing, their coaches and 
mentors, and others who have made significant contributions, we shall create a permanent record of their endeavors and achievements.  
By doing this we shall preserve this history for those to follow, that they may understand the great achievements of these individuals.  

Craig Gray
Randy Kerr

800-287-0752
Farmington  Rumford  Jay  Rangeley  Mexico  Skowhegan  Wilton

Congratulations!
to all Maine Ski Hall of Fame inductees!

Why would anyone 
bank anywhere else?

Strongest Bank in Maine 
Every year since 1999 

(According to TheStreet.com)

Designed & Printed by Skowhegan Press: 207-474-3784



Page 3

Class of 2003: 
Wendell “Chummy” Broomhall, Aurele Legere, Robert “Bunny” Bass, Amos Winter, 
John Bower, O  o Wallingford, Al Merrill, Wes Marco, Doc Des Roches, Russ Hagge  
Class of 2004: 
Greg Stump, Robert “Stub” Taylor, Linwood “Zeke” Dwelley, Donald Cross, Paul Kailey, 
Roger Page, Tom “Coach” Reynolds, Sam Ouellet, Jean Luce, Birger Adolph Olsen
Class of 2005: 
Theo Johnson, James. C. Jones, Dick & Mary Kendall, Richard S. “Dick” Osgood, 
Richard “Pat” Murphy, Robert Pidacks, Franklin “FC” Emery, Robert Remington,
Karl Anderson, Robert MacGregor Morse
Class of 2006: 
Charles Akers, Norm Cummings, Ray Broomhall, Jack Lu  in, George Ouelle  e, 
Richard Gould, Irving Kagan, Peter Webber, Fletcher Brown, John Chris  e
Class of 2007: 
Charles “Slim” Broomhall, Jim Miller, Galen Sayward, Winston “Win” Robbins, 
Murray “Mike” Thurston, Bob Flynn, Tom Upham, Richard “Dick” Bell, Dave Irons
Class of 2008: 
H. King Cummings, Bill Cummings, Leslie Bancro  , Hans Jenni, Robert C. Kendall, 
Julie Parisien, Dan Simoneau, Tim LaVallee, Pat Miller
Class of 2009: 
Tom Benne  , Byron “Bud” Dow, Ted Cur  s, John Roderick, 
Herbert L. “Herb” Adams, John Litch eld, Sarah Billmeier, Les O  en
Class of 2010: 
John Atwood, Marcus Nash, Morten Lund, Kirsten Clark-Rickenbach, 
Joan McWilliams Dolan, Bernard Paradis, Bob Harkins
Class of 2011: 
Werner Rothbacher, Edmund MacDonald, John Greene, Horace Chapman,
Chip Crothers, Carla Marcus, Owen Wells, David Farrar
Class of 2012: 
Andre Benoit, Bruce Fenn, Erlon “Bucky” Broomhall, Frank Howell, L.L. Bean, 
Natalie Terry, Philip Hussey, Walter Stadig

H O N O R  R O L L MAINE SKI HALL OF FAME
COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
Dave Irons

MEMBERS
Karl Anderson
Sco   Andrews
Tom Benne  
Dan Cassidy
John Chris  e

Dick Douce  e
Will Farnham

Bob Flynn
Tom Hanson
Peter Hussey
Connie King
Tim Lavallee
Bruce Miles
Dick Osgood

Glenn Parkinson
Gail Pla  s

Tom Reynolds
Megan Roberts
Andy Shepard
Carl Soderberg
Greg Sweetser
John Williams

Rebecca Woods

Class of 2013 Inductees
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Rand Stowell 
     It’s a wonder that Rand Stowell ever became a devoted 

skier. At the age of 16, while crossing Rte. 2 in his home town 
of Dixfield, the teenager was hit by a truck.  He survived the 
serious injuries but was left with one leg an inch shorter than 
the other after bone grafts were taken from his hip.  When he 
started skiing is uncertain. It might have been while he was a 
student at Dixfield High, or at Hebron Academy where he pre-
pared for college or at Dartmouth, but by the time Sugarloaf 
got started he was a devoted skier and his Dartmouth connec-
tions would play a key role in his activities at the fledgling ski 
mountain.  Before Sugarloaf his family recalls traveling to Can-
non and Stowe to ski.

     As Sugarloaf was getting established as a ski area with 
a small base lodge and rope tows Rand Stowell made the new 
area the ski area of choice for his family and he soon offered 
his services to the operation. Seeing the need for more profes-
sional help in building and operating the ski area, Rand brought 
in his friends Sel Hannah (Dartmouth classmate) and Joe Dodge 
to lay out the trails that comprise the core of the mountain and 
advise on future development.  His experience in the logging 
business paid big dividends to Sugarloaf in several ways as he 
repeatedly furnished his bulldozer and logging crews to assist 
in cutting trials and lift lines.

      His logging industry contacts were important when 
he teamed with King Cummings to negotiate the purchase of 
Sugarloaf Mountain from Scott Paper Company.  His business 
acumen was also important as he and George Cary negotiated 
the purchase of the gondola from Polig-Heckel-Bleichert.  The 

gondola propelled Sugarloaf into 
the big time among ski areas.  It 
had the big mountain and a trail 
network that rivaled anything in 
the East, but with nothing but 
T-bars, it couldn’t compete with 
the ski areas offering chair lifts.  

     Stowell branched out into 
New Hampshire as he advised 
his friend Sherman Adams as he 
was developing Loon Mountain.  
From 1952 until his untimely death in 1968, week in and week 
out he met with Amos winter on day to day operational deci-
sions.  

     As involved as he was with the development and op-
erations of sugarloaf, Rand was equally involved as a volunteer 
and promoter of alpine racing.  On race day he could always be 
found at the finish line as part of the timing crew.  In those days 
timing was provided by three timers each standing at the finish 
line with stop watches.  He paid dearly for that devotion at the 
Eastern Junior Championships in 1958 when a racer (his niece) 
fell at the finish colliding with the timing crew and breaking 
both of Stowell’s legs, leaving him in full casts for six months.  
His contribution to racing at Sugarloaf is celebrated each year 
with the running of the Rand Stowell race.

     This devotion to guiding Sugarloaf through its early 
growth years has earned Rand Stowell a place in the Maine Ski 
Hall of Fame.

SUGARLOAF
AREA GROCERS

For all your Sugarloaf Area
Grocery needs since 1989

Sugarloaf Groceries
on the mountain

237-2200

Ayottes Country Store
in the Valley

235-2443

Mountainside Grocers
at access road entrance

237-2248

Anni’s Market
Main Street Kingfield

265-2664

John Beaupre "72" and Bob Thomas "82" Proprietors

Congratulations to Dad,
Grandfather, and
Great Grandfather from
the descendants of
Rand and Phoebe Stowell
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COPIERS ● PRINTERS ● FAX 
PRINT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS 

SERVICE ● SUPPLIES 
 

SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU SAVE 

www.a-copi.com 

34 Market Street 

Gardiner, ME 
207-623-2674 

 

83 Farm Road 

Bangor, ME 
207-947-3321 

DESIGNED 
FOR FREEDOM
Go deeper. Everything we make is designed to enable 
greater freedom in the mountains. The result is carefully 
crafted, head-to-toe gear for finding your deepest and 
most liberated moments.

salomon.com/questbc
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Howard Paradis 
     Like so many skiers in the 30’s and 40’s, Howard Paradis 

got his start by climbing the hill behind his home in Frenchville 
and skiing down.  His wood skis were hand made by his uncle 
and his bindings consisted of a toe strap and canning jar rubbers.  
As he got better he built a jump halfway down the hill and was 
joined by other town kids as they skied straight down and hurled 
themselves off the jump to see how far they could go.

     This led to high school winter sports where he competed 
around Aroostook County in jumping and cross country, his best 
event XC.  Later in the fifties when it became apparent that 
Madawaska needed a ski area Howard led a group of Jaycees 
to develop a ski area called Mt. Carmel about five miles east of 
town.  

     Following college Howard returned to Madawaska as a 
teacher and in 1960 became head ski coach at the high school.  
As a 7th grade teacher he would recruit as many students as 
possible to try out for the ski team, some years getting as many 
as 60 kids to the try outs.  While not all could make the team 
Paradis made sure that all got a chance to ski and if a kid didn’t 
have the money, he found a way to get them equipment even if 
it meant reaching into his own pockets.  His goal was not only to 
produce a winning team but to develop life long skiers.

     In the early years of his coaching the team practiced cross 
country on the soccer fields.  Recognizing that extensive cross 
country trails were needed to fully develop the skills necessary 
to compete, Howard worked with local land owners to use 
their land and trails soon extended through the woods behind 

the school and beyond.  Over 
the years the network has been 
expanded and widened with all 
students working on the trails 
that make up Four Season Trails, 
now one of the finest systems in 
the County.

     The devotion to developing 
skiers and trails paid off.  In 34 
years of coaching his Madawaska 
High School teams won 15 girl’s 
and 9 boy’s state titles, along with 23 County and Regional 
Team titles.  His skiers earned 15 state skimeister titles and 
25 Aroostook County skimeister titles and countless individual 
championships.  

      One key to success was turning a disadvantage into an 
advantage.  The distances to any meet in the states, even within 
Maine were prohibitive, so Howard forged an alliance with a 
Canadian ski area to train and took his teams to meets in Canada 
as well giving them high level competition without the travel. 

      While his record of victories is impressive, the list of 
former team members is equally long as they came forward to 
credit their coach with being a mentor in preparing them not just 
for skiing but for life.  This dedication to the sport of skiing and 
to his charges has earned Howard Paradis a place in the Maine 
Ski Hall of Fame.

Howard Paradis
Husband, Dad, Pepere,

Uncle, Friend, Teacher, Coach

Maine Ski Hall Of Fame

Class of 2013

Congratulations!

CONGRATULATIONS HOWARD
You are the pride of the County!! 

Thank you for building character, 
cooperation and confidence in
all your teams

Thanks you for building cross 
country trails, a ski jump and 
Mount Carmel
With deep appreciation for all you have done.
Karla and Tom Wolters

CCCoouunnttyy!!!!

hh dd

460 York Street
Caribou, ME  04736
207.498.6300
207.498.6535 fax

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2013 with a special

salute to Aroostook County’s
Own Howard Paradis



Page 7



Page 8

Craig Gray
Through his early school years in Newport, Craig Gray skied 

only a few times and skated recreationally, focusing instead on 
the traditional team sports.  In his senior year at Nokomis High, 
his team won the Eastern Maine Championships and he went 
on to play soccer in college at the University of Southern Maine 
in Gorham.  His involvement in traditional sports ended in 1979 
when an auto accident left him paralyzed from the waist down.  

     Taking no time to dwell on his misfortune, Gray 
immediately sought ways to continue an active and athletic 
lifestyle.  In the years since the accident he has played hockey, 
biked, kayaked and raced his wheel chair in marathons.  One 
difficulty he faced was training through Maine winters to be 
ready for the Boston Marathon in April.  Looking for a way to 
maintain his conditioning over the winter he discovered cross 
country skiing.  It was a sport he could enjoy with his wife while 
preparing for a grueling marathon in the spring. 

     When he didn’t find the available equipment suitable 
for his needs he worked with his brother in law to design and 
manufacture improved sit-ski and adaptive cross country ski 
equipment..  They also arranged for this equipment to be 
available to the Sunday River Cross Country Center in Newry 
along with other locations across the country.  While he had no 
intention of competing in the sport, it wasn’t long before his 
competitive nature took over and he was seeking opportunities 
to race.

     From 1994 to 1998 he skied for the Fischer Nordic Ski 
Team and from 1995 through 1998 he was member of the 
US Disabled Cross Country Ski Team.  Competing in the US 

Championships he was a bronze 
medalist in the 5 and 10 K races 
in 1995 and silver medalist in the 
5, 19 and 15 K races 1996,97, 
and 98.  In the 1996 World 
Championships Gray finished 
7th in the 10 K sit-ski and 6th in 
the 5 K.  That led to his chance 
to represent the US in the 1998 
Paralympic Games in Nagano, 
Japan where he finished 9th in 
the 5 K and 10 K and 24th in the 15 K.  

     It certainly worked as a conditioner for his wheelchair 
competition as he finished the 1994 Boston Marathon in 1 hr, 
43 min and 41 sec.  Craig’s activities have included sled hockey, 
cycling and wheelchair tennis and in 2003 he was named New 
England Wheelchair Athletic Association Male Athlete of the 
Year.

     As important as his competitive record is his service to 
other disabled athletes.  He served as a volunteer instructor 
for the Maine Handicapped Skiing Cross Country Program, 
conducted numerous clinics for disabled skiers, managed a 
disabled sports forum for the Clinton Administration and led 
strategic planning efforts for the US Paralympics Disability 
Sports Organizations.  This record of competition excellence 
and service to his fellow disabled skiers has earned Craig Gray 
a rightful place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THIS YEAR’S INDUCTEES

AND A SPECIAL SALUTE TO
SCARBOROUGH’S OWN

CRAIG GRAY!
Greater Portland’s Oldest
and Most Trusted Shop

Oak Hill Plaza
Rte 1, Scarborough, ME 04074
207-883-2878

15 Main Street
Freeport, ME 04032
207-865-0077

Opposite Gunstock
Rte 11-A, Gilford, NH 03249
603-293-7781

arlbergski.com

78 Years
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Will Farnham
     Growing up in Waterville, Will Farnham got his start 

on skis at the Colby College ski area.  As a three sport athlete 
at Waterville High, a school with no ski team, he pursued his 
sport when not on the basketball court and continued at the 
University of Maine.  He recalled how Dave Morton had a 
connection with the manufacturer of Paris skis (The Morton 
Family owned Paris Manufacturing) and got three pair to try 
out.  They did well only breaking two pair and Farnham was on 
his way to his lifetime sport.  

     After college he became a coach at Farmington’s 
Titcomb Ski Area where at the request of Maine Regional 
Director Jimmy Jones he organized a ski patrol at the family ski 
area.  His involvement with Maine’s National Ski Patrol grew 
as he went on to organize NSPS patrols at Ski Horse Mountain, 
Bald Mountain, Eaton Mountain and Jefferson Mountain along 
with some Aroostook ski areas.  He was asked and served as 
chief of course safety for the Tall Timber Classic World Cup 
in 1971 when Sugarloaf hosted the World’s best skiers for a 
pair of Downhill Races.  In the early seventies Will was elected 
to succeed the retiring Jimmy Jones as the second Regional 
Director of the Maine Ski Patrol. He was honored with a 
National Appointment by the NSP and given the number 3222.

     As regional director, Will traveled the state working 
with the section chiefs in the state’s several sections and the 
individual patrols, assisting also with training and testing, an 
important element in maintaining high standards in all aspects 

of patrolling.  He carried out 
these duties for eight years, 
during which he also was heavily 
involved in junior racing, often 
overseeing course safety at 
various alpine races.

     This interest in alpine 
racing led to his leading the 
way in organizing the Maine 
Alpine Racing Association, along 
with Larry Mahaney and Peter 
Spaulding.  In the beginning of the association, Maine law 
prohibited the use of Maine in the title of the organization so 
the group used Northeast until they could petition the state 
legislature to allow the use of Maine.  Farnham became the 
first president of the newly formed association and guided 
it through its early years as the primary organization holding 
alpine races throughout the state.  He also served for many 
years as Race Director of the Horace Chapman Race, honoring 
one of Maine’s pioneering skiers in the Bangor area.  For his 
multiple efforts in behalf of Maine skiing the Penobscot Valley 
Ski Club named him skier of the year in 1983.  

     Today, MARA plays a key role in organizing and directing 
alpine racing throughout the state.  This lifetime devoted to 
skiing in Maine has earned Will Farnham a place in the Maine 
Ski Hall of Fame.

Congratula  Will Farnham! 

www.getchellbr com 
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Bruce Cole
     Like many skiers of his era, Bruce Cole got his start as 

a third grader at Pleasant Mountain’s learn to ski program and 
soon was one of its top skiers. He raced for Bridgton High and af-
ter graduation in 1965 headed west to the University of Colora-
do.  Looking for more entertainment in skiing he left the Univer-
sity and studied photography at Aspen, while developing more 
interesting things to do on skis.

     The ski season of 1968-69 saw Bruce returning to Pleasant 
Mountain where Rudi Wyrsch had brought his freestyle spirit to 
Maine, taking over the Masters Program at the Bridgton area.  
Cole was enlisted to instruct and the program gave him the op-
portunity to launch his own version of the freestyle movement.  
His base lodge basement ski repair shop, Cole’s Hole became 
the place for local kids to get their hand-me-down equipment 
returned to service.  

     In 1971, under new ski school director Steve Haggett, Cole, 
now fully PSIA certified took over the entire Masters Program 
and its 150 kids.  The challenge was to provide structure in a 
new discipline that embodied rebellion a seeming contradiction.  
Bruce took that spirit of rebellion and channeled its creativity all 
while imparting a strong sense of team to his charges.  Under 
his leadership his teams trained hard together and developed 
strong individual skills to compete at the highest levels.  

     It should be mentioned that his students looked up to him 
as a freestyle competitor as well.  Somehow he found the time 
to train and compete on the short lived pro freestyle tour in the 
seventies.

     This combination of skiing talent and coaching ability 
resulted in the Pleasant Mountain Freestyle Team leading the 

region and many times the coun-
try in freestyle competition.  Out 
of his class came such champi-
ons as Greg Stump, Peter Young, 
Doug Rand, Peter white, Geoffery 
Stump, Kim Stump, Lee Lee Mor-
rison Henry, and Frank Howell.  
Another member of the team, 
David Farrar went on to become 
one of the world’s top freestyle 
judges and Frank Howell also 
made a mark as a judge on the world cup circuit.  Peter Young 
enjoyed a long career as a coach.

     His accomplishments as a coach at Pleasant Mountain 
make up a full career, but Cole wasn’t finished, going on to 
coach at Sugarloaf where National Freestyle Champion Joan Mc-
Williams was among his athletes.  In the eighties he coached at 
Bridgton Academy and in 1990 was recruited by Sunday River to 
start up a new Freestyle Program.  He also served as head snow-
board instructor while laying the foundation for Sunday River’s 
continuing successful freestyle program, one which hosted a FIS 
Freestyle World Cup, and produced successful World Cup ath-
letes.  

     His final foray into coaching was at Lake region High School 
where he coached the cross country team and helped the team 
win the overall state title in 1999.  Today he can be found on the 
slopes of Shawnee Peak, carving turns and throwing in an oc-
casional Royal Christie.  This life of devotion to skiing has earned 
Bruce Cole a rightful place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Congratulations  Bruce Cole
and the Class of 2013! You taught us that believing in

each other is the same as 
believing in ourselves… 

And, that if it is worth doing,

Team Penguin- Maine
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Nationwide Payment Solutions 
is proud to support the Ski 
Museum of Maine.

NationwidePaymentSolutions.com

Nationwide Payment Solutions is a Maine owned 
and operated company providing electronic payment 
solutions for merchants across the country.

shawneepeak.com
Bridgton, ME 207.647.8444

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRUCE COLE!
Pleasant Mountain/Shawnee Peak is proud of the induction
of a long-time skier and friend into the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

O U R  F R I E N D S H I P  H A S  N O  “ B O U N D A R I E S ”
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Randy Kerr
     Growing up in what was then a rural part of Auburn Randy 

Kerr had plenty of open fields and pastures to tour around on his 
skis.  For alpine skiing he joined the family skiing at Sunday River 
where his father Chuck was a member of the ski patrol.  Auburn 
had a strong skiing heritage and at Edward Little High School Kerr 
skied for one of Maine’s most successful ski coaches, Dick Osgood.

     Under Osgood, he skied four events for all four years.  In 
those days the team practiced on jumps at Lost Valley and Pet-
tingill Park, alpine at Lost Valley and cross country on trails around 
both areas.  Kerr remembered foot packing on skis to set tracks 
while others used snowshoes to pack the rest of the trails.  On 
his own Kerr skied around the pastures on a farm near the fam-
ily home to train and in the summer ran through the cornfields 
to maintain his conditioning. It paid off as he consistently scored 
points for the team in cross country and earned trips to the East-
ern and National Championships.  It also led to his opportunity to 
ski for four years at New England College under legendary coach Sy 
Dunklee.  In 1971 he was recognized with the George Parmenter 
award as the outstanding senior athlete on his graduation in June.   

     Success in college and eastern competition was followed 
by a spot on the Eastern US Cross Country team where he won the 
30 K championship in 1972. His 72-73 results included a 7th place 
finish in the 30 K , 6th in the 50 K, and 16th in 15 K at the National 
Championships , 7th in the 30K, in the North American Champion-
ships, and 3rd in the 15K at the eastern Championships.  These and 

other high results led to his selec-
tion to the US Cross Country team 
in 1973.  He skied on the B team 
from 1973 to 1978 and on the A 
team in 1975-76. 

     The Auburn native was con-
sistently among the top US finish-
ers and going into the trials for the 
1976 Olympics was expected to be 
one of the US top contenders in 
the distance races.  Unfortunately, 
in cross country everything rests on performance in the trials and 
Kerr suffered a severe bout of the flu just before and during the 
trials costing him a spot on the Olympic team.  But he wasn’t done.

     In 1978, he came back strong and in the American Birke-
beiner, in Cable, Wisconsin, Kerr outpaced all the other US con-
testants and finished the 55 kilometer marathon in 8th place.  The 
first seven were all European skiers consistently among the best 
in the World.

As the top American finisher Kerr was rewarded with a trip to 
Norway to ski in that international Birkebeiner which turned out 
to be his last official race.  Representing Maine and his country 
with dedication and success has earned Randy Kerr a place in the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Maine’s Best Kept Secret!

207-784-1561
www.lostvalleyski.com

200 Lost Valley Rd.

Auburn, ME 04210

The Lost Valley Family
congratulates the Class of
2013 with a special salute

to Auburn’s Randy Kerr
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Greg Poirier
     Greg Poirier was following in the footsteps of generations 

of outstanding skiers when he began skiing with the Chisholm Ski 
Club at the age of six.  That was at a time when ski jumping was 
still part of high school and college competition. He had a solid 
four event career at Rumford High, competing in slalom, giant sla-
lom, jumping and Nordic combined.  In addition to interscholastic 
competition Poirier also entered into USSA events through the ski 
club qualifying for the US Junior National teams in 1977 and 1978, 
finishing 3rd in Nordic Combined at the Nationals in 1978.

     He attended New England College in Henniker, NH 1978-
1982 where he consistently finished near the top in numerous 
Eastern Collegiate Carnivals in Nordic Combined.  When the NCAA 
discontinued jumping in 1980, he continued to compete in Nordic 
Combined in USSA events, competing in the Olympic trials in 1980.  

     Following college Greg accepted a ski jump and cross country 
coaching position at Winter Park, Colorado and from 1984 to 1988 
served as Nordic Program Director at the Winter Park Competition 
Center.  During that time he also served as a committee member 
on the Rocky Mountain Ski Association, coaching numerous junior 
National Champions in Ski Jumping and Nordic Combined.  He 
also served on the USSA board working on the Great American Ski 
Chase (marathon series) 1986-1988, and co-organized the Snow 
Mountain Stampede Marathon 1985-1988.  

     His success brought him to the attention of the US Ski Team 
and he was hired by fellow Mainer, USSA Nordic Program Director 
John Bower as assistant US Ski Team Ski Jumping Coach shortly 
after the 1988 Winter Olympics.  He was named head coach, 1992 

US Olympic Ski Jumping Team for 
the Albertville Olympics.  His next 
job was Nordic Program Director 
of the Steamboat Springs Win-
ter Sports Club for 1992-93, after 
which he was rehired by the US Ski 
Team as Jump Coach for the Nor-
dic Combined  Olympic Team for 
the Lillehammer Olympics in 1994.

     His success led to his hiring 
by the Canadian Ski Association as 
a coach and manager of National jumping and Nordic Combined 
Training Center at Canada Olympic Park 1997-2004.  The next four 
years were spent as Executive Director for the National Training 
Center at the Utah Olympic Park in Park City.  Since 2008 Greg has 
been an assistant coach for the US Nordic Combined Team that 
has captured three World Championship Medals and four Olympic 
Medals.  

     At every level this Rumford native has excelled, first as 
a competitor, and later as a coach, administrator, and mentor of 
athletes.  Although he has many years ahead of him in coaching 
and working with Nordic Combined skiers Greg Poirier has already 
distinguished himself as one of the nation’s leaders in his sport and 
played a key role in developing this important part of our Olympic 
efforts. This devotion has brought distinction to the Chisholm Ski 
Club and Maine skiing, earning Greg Poirier a place in the Maine 
ski Hall of Fame.

Serving skiers in the River Valley.  

 
 

 

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2013 
with a special 
salute to our 
own Greg Poirier! 

From the Chisholm Ski Club

Proud to be serving former 
and future Maine Ski Hall
of Fame Skiers!

Rou 75 7

Now Open at Sunday River
www.ski-depot.com
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Gail Blackburn
Gail Blackburn got her start on skis at age five at Ski Horse 

Mountain when her family lived in Bangor.  It wasn’t long before 
the ski patrol told her parents that she couldn’t ski straight down 
but had to learn to turn.   This led to her being enrolled in a junior 
racing program and it wasn’t long before she was beating the 
other kids down the mountain in gates or not.  She remembered 
foot packing in order to race and hiking up the course.  In 1962 
her parents built a camp at Sugarloaf and the big mountain was 
just what the young racer needed to hone her skills.  At age ten 
she joined the Sugarloaf race program and her rapid progression 
made it evident that she needed a full time program to reach her 
full potential. 

     The answer was Burke Mountain Academy where Gail 
raced in tri state competition.  But Sugarloaf was still her home 
mountain and she returned frequently, winning the Rand Stowell 
Downhill three times. 

     In !971, the focus of the ski racing world was on Sugarloaf 
and Maine’s first World Cup Race.  The Tall Timber Classic was 
Sugarloaf’s entry into the big time of ski racing hosting a World 
Cup Downhill on the Narrow Gauge.  It got even better when 
Austria’s Arlberg Kandahar could not be held due to lack of snow.  
That race was moved to Sugarloaf giving the Maine area a pair of 
world Cup Downhills. 

      The young Maine racer, just 16 at the time was scheduled 
to forerun but when the US Team realized that as host they had 
extra start positions Gail was officially entered in the big race 
and she delivered.  Finishing 23rd in her first ever World Cup 

downhill caught the eye of the 
US Ski Team and she was invited 
to team’s training camp at Mam-
moth mountain in California. 

     After a successful train-
ing camp Gail Blackburn became 
the first female skier from Maine 
named to the US Alpine Ski Team 
in 1972 at age 17.  In 1973 she 
won the Junior National Downhill 
and Combined Championships.  
In 1975 she won the National Downhill Title, establishing her 
among America’s top female ski racers.  On the World Cup with 
the US Team she rose to the first seed in downhill.

     Although she was steadily improving Gail was left off the 
1976 Olympic Team, but she did appear on TV during the games 
in a commercial she made with Farrah Fawcett. 

Following the games, the Maine skier returned to the World 
Cup circuit with the US Team and had some success.  In 1977, she 
finished 8th in a world Cup Slalom at Copper Mountain and fol-
lowed that with a 9th place finish at Jackson Hole.  Two straight 
top tens against the best in the world.

     The young Maine skier had established herself among the 
World’s best women ski racers and decided to go out on top, an-
nouncing her retirement at age 22.  Representing Maine and the 
nation at the highest levels, has earned Gail Blackburn a place in 
the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

A salute to Rand Stowell,
Gail Blackburn and Will Farnham

Featuring Pasta, Sushi, Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Salads & Pizza

Sugarloaf Farmington&
R y g King

Congratulations 2013 Inductees!
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Sugarloaf Congratulates The
Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Class of 2013
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Maine Ski Hall of Fame - Year Eleven

Eleven years ago we started the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.  
The idea was simple.  We knew that a Maine skier had been in 
every Olympics since 1948, that many more skiers had achieved 
high levels in competition, and that among those who created 
Maine’s important ski industry, there were builders and inno-
vators.  We also knew that a cadre of skilled coaches and in-
structors were behind the success of Maine skiers.  Add to this 
a long and growing list of volunteers who have made possible 
the many top flight competitions, World Cups, World Champi-
onships and the lower levels that feed the top, in alpine, cross 
country and more recently freestyle and snowboarding. 

     The Hall of Fame mission statement on page 2 spells out 
our goal of recognizing those skiers who have contributed so 
much to our sport and this program is a key part of that goal.  
With the induction of the Class of 2013, we will have honored 
96 individuals and one couple.  Each inductee’s achievements 
are described in a 500 word biography, often not nearly enough 
words to tell their entire story, but enough to spell out the case 
for the entry into the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

     While not specifically stated, part of the goal was to cre-
ate a permanent record of these skiers’ achievements, in effect, 
a written history of skiing in Maine.  Add them up.  Ninety-seven 
500 word biographies total 48,500 words about the people who 
made Maine skiing what it is today.  These programs can be 
found at the Ski Museum of Maine and on the museum website, 

www.skimuseumofmaine.org.  For anyone seeking information 
about any aspect of Maine’s skiing history, these programs are 
a great place to start.

     The Maine Ski Hall of Fame has been a resounding suc-
cess, but it could not have happened without the support of 
many.  The ski industry has been most supportive, ski resorts 
and community areas, ski shops, suppliers to the areas and 
even manufacturers have advertised in these pages.  Without 
them this program could not tell the story of these skiers and 
it certainly would not be the important fund raiser that it has 
become for the Ski Museum of Maine. 

     Equally important in this endeavor is the support of ski-
ers who each year attend this banquet and join us in honoring 
these skiers of renown.  Year after year, Lost Valley’s banquet 
room is filled to over flowing and the enthusiasm with which 
these skiers are greeted is overwhelming.  Finally, it’s important 
to recognize the hard working committee, and especially the 
selection committee led by Bob Flynn.  The committee is listed 
on page three and everyone would love to be contacted if you 
have a skier in mind who is deserving of election to the Maine 
Ski Hall of Fame.  Details for nomination can be found on the 
museum website. Although we have recognized many, there 
are many more to go, and try as we might we cannot find them 
all without your help.

—Dave Irons, Chairman, 
Maine Ski Hall of Maine Committee    

Congratulations to
all members of the 2013
Maine Ski Hall of Fame!

- The Sweetser family

Sweetser’s Apple Barrel and Orchards
19 Blanchard Road, 

Cumberland Center, ME 04021
.maineapple.com
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Class of
2012

Back row (Left to right): George Kieswetter for Leon Leonwood Bean, Frank Howell, Bruce Fenn 
for his father Bruce Fenn, Allen Stadig for his grandfather Walter Stadig; Front row (Left to right): 
Peter Hussey for his father Philip Hussey, Natalie Terry, Andre Benoit, Erlon “Bucky” Broomhall

757
th

Est.19385
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Dave Irons Introduces Andre Benoit

John Williams introduces Natalie Terryy

ALL MOUNTAIN
ALL DAY.
FOR EVERY CONDITION AND EVERY TERRAIN.
THE NEW ALL MOUNTAIN RANGE.

NOMAD LF

HAWX 110

NNNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOMMMMMAD LF

HHHHHHAAAWX 110

THEORY

FFG 12

N.

ORY

FG 12

ATOMIC.COM
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Craig Gray

Congratulates the
2013 Inductees of the 

Maine Ski Hall of Fame!

THANK YOU 
for your dedication

to the Sport of Skiing.

www.SaddlebackMaine.com

Sugarloafers since 1950

Congratulationsto theClass of 2013!
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About the Fireside Chats Program

The Ski Museum of Maine’s principal educa-
tion and outreach program is a series of Fire-
side Chats -- narrated digital slideshows that 
illustrate the history of skiing in Maine. Since 
2008, approximately 4,000 people have seen 
at least one of the seven programs currently 
available.

Fireside Chats are hosted by ski clubs, ski re-
sorts, civic organizations and historical societ-
ies. To date they have been given in about 70 
different communities the length and breadth 
of Maine.

Each Fireside Chat is a fascinating and enter-
taining experience that is based on 100-plus 
vintage photographs collected from the Muse-
um’s own archives plus several dozen collabo-
rating clubs, organizations and private individ-
uals. Fireside Chats are created and presented 
by Scott Andrews, the Museum’s curator, re-
search director and longtime snowsports jour-
nalist. Each program lasts about 50 minutes. 
Audience participation is encouraged.

Seven different Fireside Chats are currently 
available. Each is an independent, stand-alone 
journey through Maine’s rich skiing heritage.

1. Down-Mountain and Cross-Country: 140 
Years of Skiing in Maine. This slideshow is an 
overview that covers all facets of skiing over 
the entire time period, from the arrival of Scan-
dinavian immigrants in 1870 to the present. It 
represents the broadest possible approach.

2. An Avalanche of Interest: The First 75 Years 
of Skiing in Maine. This presentation is more 
narrowly focused on the earliest period, from 
1870 through World War II, and includes more 
detailed coverage of the early 20th century.

3. Schuss-Boom and Schuss-Bust: Fast-Paced 
Growth and Face-Plants in Maine Skiing 1946-
1980s. This program focuses on the boom 
times following World War II. For most view-
ers under 80 years old, this period covers their 
personal experiences. A real trip down Mem-
ory Lane!

4. Made in Maine: 100-Plus Years of Crafts-
manship in Skiing. This Fireside Chat looks at 
skis, boots and other skiing products that were 
made in Maine from the late 1800s to the pres-
ent. Maine was once an important manufac-
turer of skis, boots and other gear.

5. Maine’s Nordic Skiing Heritage: 1870-Pres-
ent. Cross-country skiing and jumping were 
Maine’s first ski formats 140 years ago, and 
Nordic continues to be important. This Fireside 
Chat looks at the entire timespan of Maine ski-
ing from the Nordic point of view.

6. Getting Organized: How Ski Clubs, Colleges, 
Carnival Committees and Other Organizations 
Built the Sport and Culture of Skiing in Maine. 
Back when skiing was morphing from winter 
transportation into a popular form of recre-
ation and competition, myriad clubs, colleges 
and carnival committees promoted winter 
sports. This Fireside Chat traces these develop-
ments from the beginnings.

7. Ski and Snowboard Competition in Maine: 
From Winter Carnivals to World Cups. Maine’s 
long heritage of snowsports competition be-
gan with a flurry of winter carnivals in the 
1920s. Maine has hosted seven competitions 
at the World Cup/World Championship level. 
This newest Fireside Chat traces these devel-
opments from the beginnings to the present.

To book a Fireside Chat, call Scott Andrews at 
207-773-9609 or email him at: 
schussme@yahoo.com

3

888.725.2207 • www.norwaysavingsbank.com • Equal Housing Lender • Member FDIC 

COLORFUL 
CONGRATULATIONS

Maine Ski Hall of Fame 

“Class of 2013”!

By Scott Andrews, curator and research director
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Trophy winners from Pleasant Mountain masters Competition

Left to right
Front: Doug Rand, Elizabeth Neumeyer, Hank Donlon, Brian Gilligan, Adam Balough

Back: David Neumeyer, Greg Stump, Frank Howell, Sandra Hoenig, Kim Stump
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Attorneys at Law

Portland | Augusta | Concord
Boston | Washington D.C.

Bedminster | Salem
preti.com

Preti Flaherty 
is proud to support 

the Ski Maine  
Hall of Fame.

At Preti Flaherty, we have 

the foresight and strategic 

intelligence to work toward 

outcomes that are not simply 

expeditious, but that support 

our clients’ long-term goals. 

Our attorneys’ record of  

results for a broad range of 

clients has made us one of 

the most effective firms in the 

northeast United States.

Carving 
fresh 
tracks.

Congratulations 
 2013 

Hall of Fame 
Inductees

goCVA.com

US ski team from early to mid seventies
Maine Ski Hall of Famers, Gail Blackburn (3rd from left) and Karl Anderson (Second from right)
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Congratulations to all of 
the 2013 Ski Hall of Fame 
Inductees for all of your 

commendable achievements.

mirusresortcapital.com 
merger.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

Mike Krongel 
krongel@mirusresortcapital.com 

(781) 418 5961

M&A Advisory Services

Asset Monetization & Sales

Debt & Equity Placements

Financial Restructuring

Valuation Services

INVESTMENT BANKING SERVICES  
FOCUSED ON RESORT, RECREATION 

 & HOSPITALITY SECTORS

You Think It ... We Ink It

Congratulations Ski Hall of Fame Inductees!

17 Parlin Street 
Skowhegan, ME 04976
www.skowpress.com

(207) 474-3784 

 Snow Wing skis on display in the museum manufactured in Auburn, Maine in the 30’s and 40’s.
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www.pvskiclub.org
E-mail: skiclub@pvskiclub.org 

(800) 654-0125
www.bethelinn.com

ON THE COMMON

BETHEL, MAINE

 Maine’s Premier Four Season Resort

Congratulations
Class of 2013 Inductees

From the team at...

3

www.mountainguard.comInsurance Program

Supporting the ski industry with superior 
insurance products for the past 50 years!

Two of the many ski area patches on display at the Ski 
Museum of Maine in Kingfield Gail Blackburn
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Maine's leading full service marketing 
and public relations agency.

220 Western Avenue, Augusta, Maine | (207) 623-4177
info@marshallpr.com | www.marshallpr.com

Congratulations Ski Hall of Fame Inductees!

1.800.284.5989
www.northeastbank.com

Congratulations
Class of 2013

REQUEST OUR CHANNEL  AT OUTSIDETELEVISION.COM

WATCH OUTSIDE TELEVISION
AT SUNDAY RIVER ON CHANNEL 7
AND SUGARLOAF ON CHANNEL 17

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2013

Skis from Paris Manufacturing in South Paris, Maine on 
display in the Museum. Made in early sixties shortly before 

the company ceased making skis following the introduction of 
metal and fiberglass models from other companies.
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At the Ski Museum of Maine we work to 
preserve Maine’s ski history and its heritage. 
History is the equipment and the artifacts. Maine’s 
skiing heritage is memories, the smell of the wet 
wool and the taste of hot chocolate of ski days past.

With events such as our Fireside Chats and the 
Maine Ski Heritage Classic we bring Maine’s skiing 
history and heritage to life, we make it accessible. 

Maine’s skiing heritage is best illustrated by 
our ski pioneers. Those who helped build our sport 
are honored by the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. Their 
stories are on our web site, skimuseumofmaine.
org. Together these profiles tell how the skisport 
in Maine was built, from the point of view of those 
who built it.

By becoming a member in the Museum you help 
us continue our work to preserve these wonderful 
stories. Members get our quarterly Journal, Snow 

Trail. The latest issue 
shares the story of 
Norman Libby, from 
Bridgton and the 
first skier on Mount 
Washington. Each 
issue shares more from 
Maine’s skiing past. You will 
be kept informed of our events and activities.

Fall lets us look forward to the coming ski 
season with excitement and anticipation. By also 
looking back at where we came from we add a 
deeper understanding and appreciation to our 
enjoyment of the sport of skiing. 

—Glenn Parkinson, President,
Ski Museum of Maine

Ski Museum of Maine - Letter from the President

“To preserve and publicize the business of skiing in Maine, 
while celebrating Maine’s ski history and heritage,”

Come visit the Ski Museum of Maine!
256 Main Street 

Tel 207-265-2023

Upcoming events...

 

 

For more information  go to
www.skimuseumofmaine.org

Go to www.skimuseumofmaine.org for more information on how you can be a part of our mission.

6-8 pm  Fireside Chat Premier

Hosted by and at Morong Falmouth

“The History of Ski and Snowboard
  Competition in Maine”

Thursday, November 7, 2013

Open House
3-6 pm at the Ski Museum
Come Visit, socialize and view our exhibits

Saturday, December 14, 2013

7th Annual Maine Ski Heritage Classic
SUGARLOAF
A day long celebration of Maine’s Skiing Heritage

Saturday, February 15, 2014

Second Annual
Ski Museum Golf Classic
Nonesuch River Golf Club Scarborough

Monday, June 9, 2014
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Congratulations 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame 

Class of 2013

Find Your Happy Place.
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Congratulations  
and thank you

to those who have helped create  

Maine’s rich skiing history.

Class of 2013 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Celebrating 14 years of reestablishing skiing as a lifestyle in Maine


