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Class of 2008 Induction
Maine Ski Hall of Fame
Friday, October 24, 2008

Lost Valley Ski Resort
Auburn, Maine

Let’s toast 9 amazing skiers & visionaries 
who made Maine the way skiing should be.

Where most people
saw snow, they envisioned
mountains of opportunity.
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Masters of Ceremonies
	 Greg Sweetser  •  Dave Irons  •  John Williams  •  John Christie

Class of 2008

	

Program

   mission         statement	 	 	 	

H. King Cummings
Bill Cummings
Leslie Bancroft

Hans Jenni
Robert C. Kendall

Julie Parisien

Dan Simoneau
Tim LaVallee

Pat Miller

	 The	mission	of	the	Maine	Ski	Hall	of	Fame	is	to	recognize	those	skiers,	who	through	their	efforts	and	achievements	have	brought	
distinction	to	Maine	skiing.	Some	of	these	skiers	made	their	mark	in	competition.	Others	were	founders	who	built	the	sport	into	a	way	of	
life	for	so	many	Mainers.	Still	more	were	teachers	who	led	countless	skiers	and	competitors	into	our	sport.	Some	had	an	intense	impact	
on	local	skiers	while	others	gained	prominence	on	an	international	scale.	Thanks	to	these	skiers	Maine	has	an	industry	that	is	a	vital	
part	of	the	economy,	not	only	in	the	mountains,	but	throughout	the	state.	
	 It	is	to	recognize	the	importance	of	skiing	to	Maine	and	its	citizens	that	the	Maine	ski	Hall	of	Fame	has	been	formed.	By	enshrining	
those	men	and	women	who	founded	and	built	the	sport	in	Maine,	competitors	who	brought	prominence	to	Maine	skiing,	their	coaches	and	
mentors,	and	others	who	have	made	significant	contributions,	we	shall	create	a	permanent	record	of	their	endeavors	and	achievements.		
By	doing	this	we	shall	preserve	this	history	for	those	to	follow,	that	they	may	understand	the	great	achievements	of	these	individuals.		
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Class of 2003: Wendell “Chummy” Broomhall, Aurele Legere, Robert “Bunny” Bass, 
Amos Winter, John Bower, Otto Wallingford, Al Merrill, Wes Marco, Doc Des Roches, 
Russ Haggett

Class of 2004: Greg Stump, Robert “Stub” Taylor, Linwood “Zeke” Dwelley, 
Donald Cross, Paul Kailey, Roger Page, Tom “Coach” Reynolds, Sam Ouellet, 
Jean Luce, Birger Adolph Olsen

Class of 2005: Theo Johnson, James. C. Jones, Dick & Mary Kendall, 
Richard S. “Dick” Osgood, Richard “Pat” Murphy, Robert Pidacks, 
Franklin “FC” Emery, Robert Remington, Karl Anderson, Robert MacGregor Morse

Class of 2006: Charles Akers, Norm Cummings, Ray Broomhall, Jack Lufkin, 
George Ouellette, Richard Gould, Irving Kagan, Peter Webber, Fletcher Brown, 
John Christie

Class of 2007: Charles “Slim” Broomhall, Jim Miller, Galen Sayward, 
Winston “Win” Robbins, Murray “Mike” Thurston, Bob Flynn, Tom Upham, 
Richard “Dick” Bell, Dave Irons

H o n o r  r o l l

Printing & Design by Carrabassett Marketing & Printing
(207) 635-2332 • 15 North Main Street, North Anson, ME 04958

Maine Ski Hall of 
Fame Committee

Chairman
Dave Irons

Members
Will Farnham Tom Reynolds

Tim LaVallee Dick Osgood

Glenn Parkinson Greg Sweetser

Ed Rock Bruce Chalmers

Tom Bennett Peter Hussey

Jeff Knight Bob Flynn

Connie King John Christie

Andy Shepard Carl Soderberg

Dick Doucette John Williams

Rebecca Woods Gail Platts 

Dan Cassidy
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Julie Parisien and Bill Cummings
and honors the memory of Bob Kendall 

on their election to the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
Thank you for your contribution to skiing in Maine and 

the Lewiston/Auburn area. 

Myrick’s Skiers Edge
570 Washington Street • Auburn, ME 04210

visa • mc • 207-784-2209 • discover • amex

Myrick’s 
    congratulates...

In life that  
was all too 
short, Bob 
K e n d a l l 
achieved more 
than most do 
in a full life.  
His life was 
cut short by 
cancer at the 

age of �5, Christmas Eve, �99�, but he left 
behind a legacy fitting for his family. 
 Like his siblings Bob Kendall started 
skiing at and early age and by the time 
he entered Edward Little High School he 
was ready to take his place on a ski team 
recognized everywhere for its outstanding 
skiers.  In �96� he was a member of an EL 
team that captured the Maine championship 
and the New England championship.  In �96� 
his EL team competed in the New England 
championships and the Eastern ski Assn. 
Championships. 
 In �965 his senior year he captained 
a Red Eddie team that won the state 
championship, the second state title for 

robert C. Kendall

his team.  He was �rd in GS and �nd in the 
Skimeister competition.  That same year he 
traveled to Bend Oregon where he placed 
second in the Nordic Combined at the 
Junior Nationals. His EL coach, Dick Osgood 
described Kendall as a quiet leader who 
scored in all events.  Following his successful 
high school skiing career Kendall went on to 
the University of Colorado to become a four 
year member of that top ski team where 
he competed in NCAA championships.  
In addition to collegiate competition he 
qualified in �968 for tryouts for the Olympic 
team, the only skier from the Eastern US to 
be ranked a senior A in all alpine and nordic 
events.  
 In �969 Bob placed second in nordic 
combined at the US National Championships 
and was made a member of the US Nordic 
ski team in �970-7�.  At the �97� National 
Championships he won the nordic combined 
title and the following year was a member if 
the US Nordic Combined Team in the Olympic 
Games in Sapporo, Japan. 
 After retiring from the US Ski Team 
Kendall worked for two years as a nordic 

coach with the University of Colorado ski 
team and coached the ski jumpers to place 
�-�-� in the �97� NCAA’s as the Buffaloes 
won their second straight championship.  
 Bob gave back to his sport by serving 
as business manager for the US National Ski 
Association in �975 and as Alpine Program 
Director for the US Ski Association in �976.  
After going into business he continued his 
service to the sport and his school, founding 
the Boulder Ski Ball, an important annual 
fund raiser. 
 Bob Kendall achieved Olympic heights 
as a competitor and helped others achieve 
as a coach and surely would have continued 
to contribute to the sport had he lived.  
While he was here he more than lived up 
his family’s traditions and those of Maine 
skiers who had gone before.  Bob Kendall’s 
achievements in skiing have earned his 
place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 

Salutes the Class of 2008
Serving Maine Athletes since 1946

190 Mount Auburn Ave. • Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 784-4933
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Maine’s Best Kept Secret!

207-784-1561
www.lostvalleyski.com

200 Lost Valley Rd.

Auburn, ME 04210

Thank you for 
having the will to lead 

the way...
The Lost Valley Family 

would like to congratulate 
the Class of 2008

Warm regards to Julie Parisien and 
Bill Cummings and a salute to the memory 

of Bob Kendall, skiers who made a 
difference to our community.

Julie Parisien

 Julie Parisien got her skiing start at Lost 
Valley at the age of two and soon was racing 
her brothers and sister down those slopes.  
At an early age she began putting posters 
of world class skiers on the walls of her 
room and saying to herself, “I can do that”.   
Through grade school Julie skied after school 
at Lost Valley and weekends with the family 
at Sugarloaf.  As a high school freshman 
she moved to Burke Mountain Academy 
to seriously pursue her goal of becoming a 
world class ski racer and it didn’t take long. 
 In her second year at Burke, March 
of �989, Julie finished �th in Super G at the 
National Alpine Championships.  The next 
season saw wins in Norams, Junior Olympics, 
a gold medal in Combined at the US Nationals 
and a Bronze Medal at the World Junior 
Alpine Championships.  During the �990-9� 
season Parisien piled up more wins, eleven 
in all in FIS, Noram, and Europa Cup.  The big 
breakthrough came in the World Cup finals at 
Waterville Valley when, at the age of �9, she 
won the Giant Slalom, the first US World Cup 
win in four years.    

 Her success at every level of alpine 
competition earned Julie a place on the �99� 
Olympic team and entered the games as a US 
favorite to win a medal.  As she was training 
for the races, a skier entered a training area 
and Julie lost several teeth in a collision.  
That was followed by a broken wrist in later 
training but she still competed.  After the first 
run she led the slalom, but skied tentatively 
in the second run and finished fourth.  She 
finished fifth in GS, great results considering 
her injuries but a disappointment for such 
a competitor.  She finished the season by 
winning the World Cup final slalom earning 
her the number one ranking in the World to 
start the �99� season.  
 Julie opened the �99�-9� season by 
winning a World Cup Slalom but a shortly after 
her brother J. P. was killed by a drunk driver 
and she suffered a knee injury a few weeks 
later.  Despite the tragic loss and the injury 
she stayed with it and won a silver medal at 
the World Championships and her second 
National Combined title.  After that season 
Parisien left the US Team to dominate the 

women’s pro 
tour for the 
next three 
years.  At the 
beginning of 
the �997-98 
season she 
decided to try 
a comeback 
and worked 
her way onto the US Team for the 98 Olympics 
where she finished ��th in GS.  
 Following her final retirement from 
the US Team this skier who held up a long 
tradition of outstanding skiers from Auburn 
and Maine finished school and nurses training, 
began a family and found ways to give back 
to her sport.  She coached junior racers at 
Lost Valley and traveled the state motivating 
young school children to get involved in 
skiing and other outdoor winter sports for 
the WinterKids program. An outstanding 
competitive career and a devotion to the 
sport has earned Julie Parisien a place in the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
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Bates College
Host of the 2009 NCAA Championships

would like to congratulate

Tim LaVaLLee
on your induction into the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Bill Cummings

Bill Cummings 
began skiing 
at the age of 
three and nine 
years later 
collected his 
first ribbons 
in a Webster 
School meet, 

a first, two seconds and a third.  That was 
the beginning of a life of skiing and two 
decades of competition.  
 At Edward Little, a school known for 
producing top skiers, Cummings stood out.  
Between �9�� and �9�6 he won five out of six 
jumping meets in interscholastic competition.  
He won the jumping three years in a row and 
the downhill two years straight at the Edward 
Little Carnival and in �9�5 was a member 
of the EL team that won the New England 
Interscholastic Ski Championship. In the 
Northern New England Championships held 
in Berlin, NH he tied his teammate Dwelley for 
first in downhill and placed second in jumping 
with the two longest jumps. Other successes 

during his high school years included placing 
in the jumping in Worcester, Mass., the longest 
jump at the Andover Carnival, and a �00 foot 
jump off the 60 meter jump at Lake Placid. 
 After EL, Cummings entered New 
Hampton Academy in New Hampshire 
where he continued winning.  In eight dual 
meets he won all the jumping competitions 
and �� of �7 interscholastic ski events 
including jumping, downhill and slalom.  
In addition to interscholastic competition 
Bill entered open events against top skiers 
from all over the country finishing in the top 
ten in jumping and alpine events. 
 During his years at the University of 
Maine he led his team as the number one 
jumper placing second at the Dartmouth 
Carnival in �9�8 and winning the jumping 
there in �9�9.  In college and other jumping 
competitions he regularly piled up top 
finishes and in �95� was upgraded to Class 
A, one of �5 in the Eastern US to receive that 
honor and only the second at the University.  
He was also successful in alpine racing and 
served as co captain of the ski team. 

     Following college Cummings continued to 
jump competitively into the late fifties often 
competing head to head with his younger 
brother Norman who he trained and inspired 
to go on the Olympics.  He was a founder of 
the Auburn Ski Association and instrumental 
in starting the Lewiston-Auburn Laski ski Club.  
He was also a strong promoter of the Lost 
Valley Ski Area during its formative years. 
 The Auburn native gave back to his 
community and skiing in many ways, serving 
as chairman of the Lost Valley Invitational 
Jump in �966 and �967 and later chaired a 
finance committee to build a new jump in 
�970.   His work as an official included NCAA 
meets sponsored by the University of Maine 
in �966 and Bates College in �976.  He also 
worked alpine meets at Sugarloaf including 
the National Masters Alpine Championships 
in �989. 
 His outstanding competitive record 
and a lifetime of giving to the sport of skiing 
have earned Bill Cummings a well deserved 
place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
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P.O. Box 136, 15 North Main Street, North Anson, ME 04958
sales@marketingandprinting.com • www.marketingandprinting.com

Your full-service
           marketing, printing and 

creative headquarters

Toll Free 1-888-624-6774
207-635-2332 Fax 207-635-2442
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Congratulations to 

Leslie Bancroft 
on your election to the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

— from the team at Bancroft Contracting

23 Phillips road
South Paris, Maine 04281

207.743.8946

leslie Bancroft

L e s l i e 
B a n c r o f t  
made her 
name in 
cross country 
competit ion, 
but she 
started out 
skiing alpine 

with her family.  She started cross country 
skiing when the Ricker family moved to 
town and decided to recruit a few girls so 
Oxford Hills could have a girl’s ski team.  
They recruited alpine skiers who also ran 
track and Leslie was one.  She modified 
her technique after watching Bill Koch on 
TV and beat her teammates in the first race 
which got her excited about becoming good 
at the sport.  
 When Bancroft won the state XC meet 
race in her sophomore year, Gary Worthing 
the boys coach noted her potential and 
suggested she should pursue Eastern XC 
racing, which she did the following season.  
Once she was able to switch from wood 

to fiberglass skis, she wound up making 
the Junior National team and raced in 
Deadwood, North Dakota.  
 While pursuing Eastern racing she 
also continued her high school racing, 
winning ski meister honors in her freshman, 
sophomore and senior years.  She won state 
XC titles her last three years in high school 
and placed high enough in alpine to win the 
ski meister awards. 
 At the end of her senior year she was 
discovered by Marty Hall at USST races 
in Quebec. Hall wondered who this kid 
was that was beating all of his skiers.  He 
recruited her to join his Baby Blue team, 
one of the US Team’s first development 
efforts.  In �979 Leslie made her first trip to 
Europe with the team and skied to a �5th 
place finish in a 5K race in Germany.  That 
and other strong performances led to a 
place on the �980 Olympic team and the �98� 
World Championship team. At the University 
of Vermont she also competed as a cross 
country runner placing second at the Eastern 
Intercollegiate championships in �98�.  

 During the �98�-8� season she had a 
series of high finishes in FIS competition, 
performed well in World cup and grabbed 
silver medals in 5K, �0K and �0K at the US 
Nationals. In �98� Bancroft retired, got 
married and moved West and finished school 
in Portland, Oregon.   
 Coming out of retirement in �986 Leslie 
won the �0K at the US Nationals and finished 
second in the �0K and 5K.  That was followed 
a year later by a win in �0K, �rd in 5K and �th 
in �5K, skiing her way onto the �988 Olympic 
Team. 
 Leslie continued in competition skiing 
in the �998 World Master’s Championships in 
Lake Placid and the �00� National Masters 
at Sugarloaf and jumping into other races 
when she could get to them while pursuing a 
career in real estate.  
 From high school through junior racing, 
college, international and Olympic skiing 
Leslie Bancroft has excelled at every level 
through hard work and dedication to the 
sport, earning a place in the Maine Ski Hall 
of Fame. 
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Gould congratulates 
Tim LaVaLLee 

for an honor well deserved.

Congratulations Leslie
from the team at

Tim laVallee

 Tim LaVallee didn’t get to ski until he 
was in junior high, but he quickly made up 
for lost time.  All it took was a single daytrip 
to Sugarloaf to hook him on the sport and 
at the age of �� he worked all summer in 
his home town of Winthrop to earn enough 
money for a better pair of skis than his wood 
models from Paris Manufacturing. Armed 
with new skis he applied himself and made 
the Winthrop High ski team in his freshman 
year.  Skiing on the team all four years he 
captained the team in his senior year.  In 
those days, being on the team meant skiing 
four events, slalom, giant slalom, cross 
country and jumping.  When he informed his 
coach Pete Edwards that he would not be 
jumping he learned that he would either do 
it all or take up basketball.  He accepted that 
challenge and went onto become one of the 
state’s top jumpers. 
 After graduating from high school 
in �96� LaVallee took his skiing skills to 
Plymouth State College where he was a 
contributing member of the ski team all four 
years, and elected captain in his junior and 
senior years.  Following college he took his 

first teaching job in Swansea, Mass. And on 
a part time basis began his coaching career, 
commuting up to Tenney Mountain to coach 
a junior racing program.  
 Returning to Maine in �968 he began 
a ten year tenure at Telstar High in Bethel 
where his teams won Western Maine titles 
in �969, ‘70, ‘7�, ‘7� and ‘7�, and state titles in 
�970, ‘7�, ‘7� and ‘77, and the New England 
Championship in �978.  That success led to an 
invitation to rebuild the ski program at Oxford 
Hills, a challenge he accepted and met by 
coaching the Vikings to a state championship 
in �979 and runner up in �980. 
 Next came stint as ski coach at Gould 
Academy as Athletic Director and Head 
Ski Coach, where his success caught the 
attention of the US Ski Team.  He served the 
team as Development Coach, Alpine Team 
Technical Director, and Executive Director of 
the US Ski Coaches Association.  When his 
US Ski Team boss, Bill Marolt became AD at 
the University of Colorado he hired LaVallee 
as Head Ski Coach where his teams had 
a ���-��-� record, producing some of the 
country’s top skiers.  In �990 he returned to 

Maine to take 
over as Head 
Ski Coach at 
Bates College. 
 In �99� 
he was invited 
to join in a 
new concept, 
a partnership 
b e t w e e n 
Gould Academy and Sunday River to create 
a comprehensive ski program that would 
encompass all aspects of skiing, from 
competition to recreation.  The GSR program 
has succeeded at all levels, winning New 
England Prep School Alpine Division I 
Championships in �998, ‘99, ‘00, ‘0�, ‘0� and 
‘07, and sending skiers to the US team. 
 For more than forty years this Maine 
skier has been successful at every level, 
developing, skiers for competition, training 
coaches, serving in volunteer positions and 
coaching other sports.  This devotion to the 
sport has earned Tim LaVallee a rightful 
place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
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Pat Miller

 Growing 
up in the 
R u m f o r d /
Mexico area 
it was natural 
that Pat Miller 
would begin 
skiing at an 
early age.  He 

started in the fields behind his family’s home 
in Mexico was competing and winning by the 
time he was ten years old.  At Mexico High he  
lettered in skiing all four years and competed 
in the Junior Nationals in �965 and �966, 
winning the National Junior Cross Country 
Title in �965.  
 From an early age Pat and his brother 
Jim were constant competitors skiing out 
of the Chisolm Ski Club.  The brothers were 
companions in all ways, encouraging and 
pushing each other to greater heights and 
both credited the coaching provided by the 
Broomhalls and the support of club as an  
important factor in their success. 
 Miller’s performances in high school and 
junior skiing earned him a skiing scholarship 

at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado 
where his high level skiing continued.   During 
his four years on the team from �967 to �970, 
he earned All America honors in �970 while 
helping the raiders to a third place finish in 
the NCAA Championships.  In addition to 
college competition he was also a member 
of the US Nordic Ski Team from �968 to 
�97� and was chosen as an alternate on the 
American squad for the �97� Winter Olympics 
in Sapporo, Japan.  
 His successful competitive career 
was followed by even greater success in 
coaching. From �97� to �999, Miller was the 
key to building the University of Utah ski team 
into one of the top NCAA programs in the 
country. He served as an assistant ski coach 
from �97� to �976, taking over as head men’s 
ski coach in �976, adding women’s head 
coaching duties in �978. Under his direction 
the Utes won eight combined men’s and 
women’s national championships in �98�, 8�, 
86, 87, 88, 9�, 96 and 97, and an additional 
men’s title in �98�. From �98� to �988 Utah 
dominated the college ski scene by winning 
five national titles and a runner up finish in 

six seasons.  During Pat’s tenure �5� Utah 
skiers earned All America honors.   Eleven 
of his skiers went on the Olympics including 
Maine’s own Marcus Nash. He was twice 
named coach of the year at the University. 
 While serving as Director of skiing for 
Utah, he also made time to serve on the Utah 
Ski Archives Executive Board, as President 
of the Rocky Mountain Intercollegiate Ski 
Association, on the Utah Sports Hall of 
Fame Board, the United States Collegiate 
Ski Committee and numerous other boards 
and committees involved with intercollegiate 
skiing competition. Immediately after his 
graduation from Fort Lewis he served two 
years in the US Army in Anchorage, Alaska.  
 On his retirement from coaching Pat 
was recognized as the most successful 
coach in the history of men’s and women’s 
college skiing and in any sports program at 
the University of Utah. Through a lifetime Pat 
Miller has devoted his time and energy to the 
sport of skiing in countless ways and earned 
a place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
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PAT MILLER
Congratulations
from the Chisholm Ski Club 
on your election to the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
Our community is proud of 
all you have done for skiing 
in the River Valley.  

Dan Simoneau

 Dan Simoneau grew up skiing in 
Livermore Falls and got involved in 
competition at an early age winning 
skimeister honors in the Maine Junior 
League in �97�.  In that event he won both 
the cross country title and the slalom title.  
Later he focused on cross country and 
competed both on his high school team 
and in Eastern Races.  He won the Maine 
High School Cross Country championship 
in �975 and �976, and in �977 was New 
England High School Cross Country Ski 
Champion. Simoneau was having similar 
success in Eastern racing qualifying for the 
Junior National in �975 and �976.  In �975 
in Ishpeming, Michigan he finished �rd in 
the �0K and 5th in the 7.5K.  On his second 
trip to the Nationals he won the 7.5K and 
finished second in the �0K.  
 This success earned entry into The US 
National XC Championships where he won 
the Junior �0K and �0K in �978 and repeated 
in the �0K and won silver in the �0K the next 
year.  Dan didn’t sacrifice in his studies while 
training and competing, named in �977 by 

the Maine Sports Hall of Fame as Scholar 
Athlete of the Year.  In �977, �978 and �979 
he represented the US in World Junior 
Championships. 
 Following his junior career the 
Livermore skier continued with the US Ski 
Team which he had joined in �975 and skied 
for until �989. He skied for his country in 
the Olympics in �980, �98� and �988 and the 
World Championships in �98�, �985 and �987.   
Throughout his �� years on the US Team he 
was one of the top skiers as shown by his 
record in National Championships, Olympic 
Trials and other events in the US and North 
America.  For most of his years on the team 
Simmy’s teammate Bill Koch was one of the 
World’s top XC skiers and own more than 
his share of US crowns, but through those 
years the Maine skier shared many of  those 
podiums with Koch and he was seldom out of 
the top five.  
 The �98� season was a big year for both 
Koch and Simoneau.  Koch became the first 
American to win a World Cup Cross Country 
race in Europe and in Falun, Sweden, he and 

S i m o n e a u 
finished one-
two in a World 
Cup race.  
S i m o n e a u 
finished 7th 
that year in 
the overall 
World Cup XC 
standings. Only Koch’s win was higher for an 
American.  
 In �988, Simoneau won his second 
straight US National �0K title, dominated the 
Olympic trials with first place in the Overall, 
�0K, �5K and �0K and went on to compete in 
the Olympics.  
 In addition to competing Dan also 
served on the Board of Directors of the Us 
Ski Association and Us Skiing Foundation 
from �985 to �99�.  After his racing career he 
worked with Fischer skis and has continued 
skiing.  For devoting a lifetime to the sport of 
skiing and achieving at the highest levels, 
Dan Simoneau has earned his place in the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame. 
   

Ski Depot / RaceSkis.com

Congratulations 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Members!

Rt. 4, Jay, Maine • 1.866.754.3376
www.ski-depot.com
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CONGRATULATIONS
kING CUmmINGS,

jULIe pARISIeN NUCe
ANd ALL Of The

2008
hALL Of fAme

INdUCTeeS

The staff at The Rack congratulates the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame Class of 2008, 

with special recognition of the memory of 
King Cummings and all he did for Sugarloaf.

The Place To Be Anytime... 
Day or Night

Honoring the memory of
KiNg CummiNgs

Sugarloaf Hall of Famer

237-2192
West Village
sugarloaf/usA

Featuring Pasta, Sushi, Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Salads & Pizza

H. King Cummings

It’s difficult to 
achieve fame 
by working 
behind the 
s c e n e s 
but King 
C u m m i n g s 
had the kind 
of impact that 

deserves to be recognized by the Maine Ski 
Hall of Fame. Outside of board members at 
Sugarloaf, few knew of the contributions of 
this businessman skier who played a key role 
in Sugarloaf’s development and indeed the 
resort’s very survival at key points in its life.  
 His work at Sugarloaf dates from the very 
beginning when he and Rand Stowell made 
the deal to buy the mountain from Scott Paper 
for $�5,000.  His business expertise and quiet 
leadership moved the area forward as it grew 
from a T-bar or two to a full fledged destination 
resort with multiple lifts and trails streaming 
down from the snowfields to the base.  
 John Christie, area manager from �96� 
to �968, described King as the “single most 
influential voice in the planning, financing,  

and execution of a very ambitious 
development plan”. Cummings was instru-
mental in arranging the financing for the 
gondola through Maine National Bank (the 
area’s first real debt), actually affixing his 
personal signature along with Bunny Bass, 
Rand Stowell and Joe Sewall to guarantee 
the deal. 
 At a time when his own textile business 
was going through troubled times that 
required him to reorganize out of bankruptcy 
he still found time to work with the board 
at Sugarloaf. Somehow he balanced the 
demands of a business he owned with the 
demands of a business he loved.  Everyone 
who worked with him described King as a 
quiet leader who made things happen.  
 Although content to work in the 
background, seeking no recognition, when 
it became necessary to step to the fore, 
there was no hesitation. When Sugarloaf’s 
expansion effort led to financial difficulty he 
became Chairman of the Board to correct 
it and personally put up half the money to 
refloat the company.  He stuck with it until his 
premature death in �989.  

 Busy though he was in the early 
eighties he took on another project that has 
resulted in dozens of Maine skiers achieving 
international prominence in the sport and 
hundreds attending the nation’s finest 
universities.  King Cummings is recognized by 
those who helped as the driving force behind 
the founding of Carrabassett Valley Academy.   
He not only led the effort, he put up the start 
up money. 
 John Ritzo, who was hired by King as 
Headmaster in the eighties, described him as 
“an adventurer who loved to ski, a believer 
in the area and in kids.  He was an optimist 
who believed in the concept of CVA and 
was passionate about young people fulfilling 
their potential.  He was always there with his 
support, both moral and financial”. 
 Today there is a run called King’s Landing 
at Sugarloaf and the new campus taking 
shape at CVA bears his name.  The resort 
that is Sugarloaf and Carrabassett Valley 
Academy are testimonies to King Cummings’ 
love of the sport, the region and its people, 
and have earned his place in the Maine Ski 
Hall of Fame.   
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www.thechalmersgroup.com

Hans Jenni

Born in the 
Swiss resort 
town of Davos 
in �9��, Hans 
Jenni learned 
to ski with his 
father at age 
three. Too 
poor to buy lift 
tickets, father 

and son ascended mountains on skis fitted 
with climbing skins, then swooshed downhill 
using the Telemark technique.
 In the �950s, Jenni emerged as one of the 
top racers in Europe, three times taking the gi-
ant slalom trophy at Les Carroz in France. His 
racing career ended in �95� at the same time 
he launched his teaching career by earning 
his Swiss certification for ski instruction. 
 In �956, Paul Valar, a fellow instructor 
from Davos who ran the ski school at Cannon 
Mountain, recruited Jenni to join him. After 
two seasons at Cannon, Pleasant Mountain 
General Manager Russ Haggett invited him to 
take over the ski school, which was an inde-
pendent business at that time. 

 When Jenni arrived at Pleasant he 
turned lots of heads for lots of reasons. For 
starters, Jenni was the first European to run 
the school, plus the handsome young man 
stood out for his distinctive style and his ad-
vocacy of the distinctive reverse-shoulder 
technique that was visually defined by the 
wedeln “wiggle.” And despite his fractured, 
German-accented English—a strong selling 
point in those days—Jenni was known for 
his ability to communicate with students and 
staff.
 In �960, Jenni’s ski school partnered with 
the Down East Ski Club to offer lessons in a 
unique format. Two dry-land sessions were 
offered at the downtown Portland YMCA, 
followed by two on-snow lessons at Pleas-
ant Mountain. Widely publicized, hundreds 
turned out and the queue outside the “Y” ex-
tended up the sidewalk for blocks.
 In the mid-�960s, the Down East Ski 
Club’s youth program proved another notable 
success. The club started a decade earlier 
as a singles-oriented social organization, but 
it struggled to find a new purpose after the 
original members started marrying and hav-

ing families. Teaching children helped rede-
fine its mission, and the youth program mush-
roomed.
 Other Jenni initiatives were novel. One was 
a Tuesday morning class for local women. Ad-
vertising copy suggested a light-hearted tone: 
“House Wives Unite!!” it read. “Throw down 
your dustmops. Kick the laundry into the closet 
and slam that door!! THIS IS FOR YOU. Get away 
from it all and come ski with us.” Classes filled 
quickly, and they’re still fondly remembered.
 Another special class targeted work-
ing women from Portland, plus Jenni ran 
race camps for up-and-coming competitors. 
The ski school also taught groups of men-
tally handicapped children preceding Special 
Olympics by several years.
 As a pied piper of skiing, Jenni started 
thousands of Mainers on the track to a life-
time of fun. As an early advocate of special-
focus programs for women, youth and special 
needs populations, Jenni was a pioneer in 
broadening the sport’s appeal and redefining 
the sport’s role in the Maine lifestyle. These 
lasting contributions have earned Hans Jenni 
a place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.
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Congratulations 
to this year’s 

inductees 
to the 
Maine 

Ski Hall of Fame!

CENTRAL MAINE
MOTORS AUTO GROUP

I-95 Waterville, Maine Exit 127
 www.cmautogroup.com
 Email: info@cmautogroup.net

 CENTRAL MAINE CENTRAL MAINE CENTRAL MAINE
 CHEVROLET, PONTIAC, BUICK CRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP TOYOTA & IMPORT CENTER

Programs for 
adults, youth 
and children.

www.pvskiclub.org
E-mail: skiclub@pvskiclub.org 

Promoting Skiing Since 1936
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The FARMINGTON SKI CLUB
congratulates the members of 
the Class of 2008 on their well 

deserved entry into the 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Titcomb Mountain is a friendly and welcoming ski, snowboard and snowshoe 
area with a family atmosphere. It features 3 surface lifts, night skiing, terrain 
features, snowmaking, rental equipment and warming lodge with fireplace 
and snack bar.

www.titcombmountain.com • 207.778.9031
Titcomb Mountain • Farmington Ski Club

PO Box 138 • West Farmington, Maine 04992

Congratulations to the Class of 2008!

 With the induction of the Class of �008, the Maine Ski Hall of Fame now has 57 individual 
members and one couple.  They represent every aspect of Maine skiing.  Some built our ski 
areas, others built lifts while many built skiers as instructors and coaches.  Ski patrollers have 
been honored along with volunteers.  This year’s class includes four Olympians, bringing the 
total in the Hall of Fame to �� and there are many more to honor.  There has been a Maine skier 
in every Winter Olympics since �9�8 and there is another list of Maine skiers who have been 
members of the US Ski Team, but not in Olympic years.   
 Over the past seventy years Maine’s ski industry has grown from a handful of rope tows 
to a key segment of the Maine economy generating over $�00 million each year in parts of the 
state that need the activity.  Recognizing those who created this industry is a key role of the Ski 
Hall of Fame. 
 With their biographies in this program a written record of their achievements and 
accomplishments is being created.  Along with the Ski Museum of Maine, of which we are a 
division, the Hall of Fame is preserving the records of the skiers who made all of this possible. 
 A year from now the Class of �009 will be inducted and it too will be made up of a variety 
of skiers, builders, instructors coaches, athletes and others who have made significant 
contributions to Maine skiing.  Our selection committee will meet in December to begin the 
process of selecting those to be honored.  The committee has a list of Olympians and US Ski 
Team Members along with others who were important to our sport, but there are many the 
committee is unaware of.  If you know of a worthy candidate who meets the standards of those 
already enshrined help the committee.  By going to the web site www.skimuseumofmaine.
org you can learn more about the museum and the Hall of Fame.  And you can download a 
nomination form and help the committee locate more deserving Maine skiers. 

 — Dave Irons, Chairman 
Maine Ski Hall of Fame 

Maine Ski Hall of Fame - Year Six
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Congratulations to 
the Class of 2008

-Bruce & Kathy Miles

125 Broadway Suite 1
Farmington, Maine 04938

207.778.9811
800.244.4777

www.farmingtontravel.com
bmiles@farmingtontravel.com

Give us a call to help 
plan your next ski trip!

European travel is 
our specialty.

Congratulations Hall of Famers!

- The Sweetser family

Sweetser’s Apple Barrel and Orchards
19 Blanchard Road, 

Cumberland Center, ME 04021
207-829-3074    www.maineapple.com
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SKI MUSEUM oF MAInE

 The Board of Directors of your Ski Mu-
seum is pleased to report that we have com-
pleted our move to street level space at our 
facility on Church Street in Farmington, which 
vastly improves our presentation, and our vis-
ibility and accessibility.
 Church Street is now one-way with im-
proved parking including handicapped space 
directly in front of our main entrance.
 Traffic continues to be steady during 
our operating hours, membership has grown, 
and our collection of memorabilia and arti-
facts now fills our space provoking visitors to 
spend a considerable length of time viewing 
the interesting array of historical material.
 In addition to our permanent displays, 
we have a traveling exhibit that has gotten 
wide circulation.  Our web-site continues to 
be upgraded, and we are a presence on the 
site of the International Skiing History Asso-
ciation as well.
 Special events, of which this Hall of Fame 
celebration is clearly the most significant, 
have allowed us to spread the word about 

our activities and, more importantly, provoke 
winter sports enthusiasts to support our ac-
tivities by joining our growing membership 
ranks.
 Our sincere congratulations are extend-
ed to this year’s group of outstanding induct-
ees into our Hall of Fame.  Each of them has 
contributed to the history of Maine skiing in 
unique and special ways, and we’re pleased 
to be able to honor them on this important oc-
casion.
 We are pleased that you are with us to-
night to help recognize their contributions.
 I am personally grateful that I have been 
blessed as your President during these past 
few years to have been assisted and support-
ed by a Board thet is second to none when 
it comes to generously giving their time and 
effort to allow us to have reached this point in 
your Museum’s growth.
 I would ask of each of you two things:  
First, make it a point to visit the Museum as 
I’m convinced you’ll come away with the 
sense that we are building something very 

special for future generations to learn about 
the rich history of our special sport.
 Second, if you have not yet joined our ef-
forts as a member, please consider doing so.  
Our future will depend on the financial sup-
port of a large number of interested support-
ers to help us sustain the momentum that is 
currently under way.

Thank you,
John Christie 
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