2007
Where most people
saw snow, they envisioned
mountains of opportunity.

Let’s toast 9 amazing skiers & visionaries
who made Maine the way skiing should be.

Class of 2007 Induction
Maine Ski Hall of Fame
Friday, October 26, 2007
Lost Valley Ski Resort
Auburn, Maine
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MISSION
The mission of the Maine Ski Hall of Fame is
to recognize those skiers, who through their
efforts and achievements have brought
distinction to Maine skiing. Some of these
skiers made their mark in competition. Others
were founders who built the sport into a way
of life for so many Mainers. Still more were
teachers who led countless skiers and
competitors into our sport. Some had an

S TAT E M E N T

intense impact on local skiers while others
gained prominence on an international scale.
Thanks to these skiers Maine has an industry
that is a vital part of the economy, not only in
the mountains, but throughout the state.
It is to recognize the importance of
skiing to Maine and its citizens that the Maine
ski Hall of Fame has been formed. By
enshrining those men and women who

founded and built the sport in Maine,
competitors who brought prominence to Maine
skiing, their coaches and mentors, and others
who have made significant contributions, we
shall create a permanent record of their
endeavors and achievements. By doing this
we shall preserve this history for those to
follow, that they may understand the great
achievements of these individuals.

~ HONOR ROLL ~
Class of 2003

Class of 2004

Class of 2005

Class of 2006

Wendell “Chummy” Broomhall
Aurele Legere
Robert “Bunny” Bass
Amos Winter
John Bower
Otto Wallingford
Al Merrill
Wes Marco
Doc Des Roches
Russ Haggett

Greg Stump
Robert “Stub” Taylor
Linwood “Zeke” Dwelley
Donald Cross
Paul Kailey
Roger Page
Tom “Coach” Reynolds
Sam Ouellet
Jean Luce
Birger Adolph Olsen

Theo Johnson
James. C. Jones
Dick & Mary Kendall
Richard S. “Dick” Osgood
Richard “Pat” Murphy
Robert Pidacks
Franklin “FC” Emery
Robert Remington
Karl Anderson
Robert MacGregor Morse

Charles Akers
Norm Cummings
Ray Broomhall
Jack Lufkin
George Ouellette
Richard Gould
Irving Kagan
Peter Webber
Fletcher Brown
John Christie
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Program
Masters of Ceremonies
John Christie

•

Greg Sweetser

•

John Williams

Class of 2007
Charles “Slim” Broomhall
Jim Miller
Galen Sayward

Winston C. “Win” Robbins
Murray W. “Mike” Thurston
Bob Flynn

Tom Upham
Richard “Dick” Bell
Dave Irons

Maine Ski Hall of Fame Committee
Chairman
Dave Irons

Members
Will Farnham
Dick Osgood
Ed Rock
Peter Hussey
Connie King
Carl Soderberg
Rebecca Woods

Tom Reynolds
Glenn Parkinson
Bruce Chalmers
Jeff Knight
John Christie
Dick Doucette
Dan Cassidy

Tim LaVallee
Greg Sweetser
Tom Bennett
Bob Flynn
Andy Shepard
John Williams

Printing & Design by Carrabassett Marketing & Printing •␣ (207) 635-2332 • 15 North Main Street, North Anson, ME 04958
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Charles “Slim” Broomhall
When
Charles
Broomhall
started skiing
uphill transport
was
self
provided.
Skiers simply climbed the hill to ski down or
launch themselves off a jump. The third of eight
brothers and four sisters, Broomhall had to share
the crude wood skis of the day with his brothers
as they skied across the road from the family
farm on Spruce Street at the Rumford Winter
Playground. His first jumping skis were discards
from Paris Manufacturing Co. and his first boots
were used for all types of skiing.
The family competition developed skills
that Broomhall used to become an outstanding
winter athlete at Stephens High in Rumford in
the early thirties. In those days winter sports
included speed skating, cross country skiing and
jumping. Charles lettered all four years as a
speed skater and jumper. Following high school
he joined his brother Chummy (Class of 2003)
to train for cross country. They also worked on
alpine technique in a regimen that included skiing

the Auto Road on Mount Washington and in
1940 both passed the USEASA Class C downhill
time trials at Pleasant Mountain in Bridgton.
The brothers entered as many
competitions as they could get to through the
late thirties and early forties. In Nodic combined
competition, Chummy usually won the cross
country and Charles the jumping to capture the
combined title. From 1937 to 1950 the brothers
were among the leading Nordic racers in
America, both competing in qualifying races
during 1939 for the 1940 Olympics but were
not selected at that time. In 1940 they were
chosen to train in Europe for the games which
were cancelled due to the war.
In 1943 Charles joined the Army and was
assigned to the 10th Mountain Division. He
rose to the rank of staff sergeant and was shipped
to Italy in 1945. Participating in a major battle in
February he was seriously wounded and was
returned to the US for recovery. The injuries
resulted in loss of an eye and some hearing loss.
After recovering Charles entered the
University of Maine on the GI Bill where he
competed for the ski team that elected him
captain in 1947 and 1949. Through college he

CHARLES BROOMHALL
JIM MILLER
Congratulations
from the Chisholm Ski Club
on your election to the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.
Our community is proud of
all you have done for skiing
in the River Valley.
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was a winner in both collegiate and open
competitions and compiled a record of wins and
high finishes in cross country and jumping
through 1953.
Following graduation he taught and
coached at Hartland Academy and Kents Hill,
during which time he completed his Masters in
Education at Maine. That led him to Kennett
High School in Conway, NH where he taught
biology and coached skiing.
His work at Kennett resulted in three state
championships and numerous skiers who went
on to greater success including Terry and Tyler
Palmer and David Currier who skied in the 1972
Olympics. He focused on junior skiers
throughout his career serving various
organizations involved with high school skiing
and coaching. As a member of the United States
Ski Association he served on the Junior Ski
Committee, as Coaches’ Committee Chairman
and as an official in the 1960 Olympics. This
service was recognized in 1964 when he was
awarded the Russell Wilder Memorial Trophy,
recognizing his contribution to junior skiing. This
lifetime of devotion to skiing has earned Charles
Broomhall a place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Jim Miller
Jim Miller’s story is a story of family and
community. Along with brothers Pat and Sandy
and sister Leslie he skied in the fields and
slopes behind the family’s home in Mexico,
developing the skills that would carry them to
the highest levels of skiing.
Jim’s winning ways at skiing started as a
Cub Scout when he won a downhill and a
sprint race. Those victories came where he
grew up. His home town of Mexico and
neighboring Rumford were hot beds of skiing,
especially the Nordic events. He had the
benefit of coaching from world class skiers such
as Chummy Broomhall and Aurele Legere,
through Black Mountain and the Chisolm Ski
Club and he made the most of it.
By the time he entered Mexico High
School Miller was already an accomplished
skier, winning his letter and all state honors as
a four event man all four years. His junior and
senior years he won the Maine and New
England cross country championships and
added the Nordic Combined title his senior
year. In 1965 he and his brother Pat traveled
to Bend, Oregon for the Junior National Ski
Championships where Jim was on the winning

relay team while Pat won the National Cross
Country title. The brothers returned for the
1966 Junior Nationals where Jim won the
Nordic Combined Championship. In 1967 he
was selected the top Jr. Cross Country skier in
the USA to ski at the Holmenkollen in Oslo,
Norway. He finished 34th in the Junior Cross
Country against the top cross country junior
skiers in the World. That fall the brothers
entered Fort Lewis College in Durango,
Colorado on ski scholarships.
The college years were a mix of NCAA
and US Ski Team competition with success at
both levels. Skiing for Fort Lewis College Miller
earned All America honors in 1968, 1969 and
1970 winning the NCAA Nordic Combined
title in 1968 and 1970. At the same time he
was competing with the US Team in Europe,
establishing himself as one of our top Nordic
competitors.
The Mexico native skied at the FISU
(World University) games in 1968, 1970 and
1972. In 1968 his second place finish in the
Combined Cross Country was just one second
behind the winner. In that big 1967-68 season
he had the honor of carrying the American flag

at the Olympic
games and
later lit the
torch at the
1972 games in
Sapporo,
Japan. Miller
won the National Nordic Combined
Championship in 1969, 1970 and 1972. His
strong performances in college and other
Nordic competitions earned him a place
representing his country in the 1968 and 1972
Olympics.
While teaching in special education Jim
has continued contributing to the sport of skiing
as an Intermountain Junior National Team coach
for ten years. The success of his high school
charges has led to coach of the year honors in
the city of Casper, Wyoming.
Jim Miller’s achievements as a competitor
and as an individual have earned him numerous
awards along with the many championships. In
2001 he and his brother Pat were both inducted
into the Fort Lewis. These achievements and a
continuing contribution to the sport earned Jim
Miller a place in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Ski Maine is a non-profit trade association
representing the Maine ski industry. Its mission
is to increase the availability and enjoyment of
Maine skiing and snowboarding for children,
individuals, and families. Maine is fortunate
to benefit from a wonderful quality of life,
outstanding recreation opportunities, and
national and international recognition as a
premier skiers’ destination. Ski Maine is proud
to support the legay of our state’s best
season and honor the inductees of the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Ski Maine Association
po box 7566
portland, me 04112
207-773-SNOW
www.skimaine.com
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Galen Sayward
L i k e
many who
grew up in the
thirties and
forties, Galen
Sayward’s first
use of skis was
to move about in winter. Introduced to the sport
by his parents he was soon using skis to visit
friends, go to school and enjoy the outdoors
on weekends. In high school he traveled from
his home town of Guilford to nearby Monson
to enter ski events in their winter carnival on
Homer Hill. At the beginning of his junior year
he moved to Farmington and was able to earn
letters in both skiing and basketball his final two
years.
Following high school he attended
Bowdoin College where he skied on the ski team
his last two years. After graduation and service in
the Army Galen accepted a teaching position at
Leavitt Institute in Turner. Coaching football and
baseball left his winters free so he talked the
Headmaster into letting him start a ski team. That
team continued to grow after he left and is today
one of the top teams in the state.

Next came three year stopovers at New
Sharon and Rangeley. At New Sharon he
started a ski team and at Rangeley he expanded
an existing alpine program into a full four event
program. His next stop was at Farmington High
where he again expanded an alpine program
to four events. To gain more expertise on
coaching cross country and jumping he got
personal instruction from Sy Dunklee then
coach at Colby and attended clinics from
Rumford to Lake Placid. By the early seventies
it was paying off for a team that was now the
Mount Blue Cougars and in1981 the team won
its first State Class A Championship.
In order to expand his coaching skills and
help his athletes reach their full potential Sayward
began to take his best to the next level of
competition, divisional non school events. His
efforts resulted in numerous skiers making
divisional all star teams and representing the
Eastern Ski Association in the Junior Olympics.
His coaching and organizational skills were
recognized by his election to the Eastern Nordic
Committee. His work with that group led to
his being team leader for several of the teams
that represented the East in the JO’s in

Minnesota, Michigan, New York, Colorado and
California. His success resulted in his being
named Chairman of the Eastern Nordic
Committee.
At the same time he was getting more
involved in judging and officiating at various
competitions. By 1979 he had become a
jumping judge qualified to work both divisionally
and nationally and at the Lake Placid Olympics
was selected for both events. As both were held
at the same time he had to choose and selected
XC where he was Chief of Hand Timing
Calculations for the ‘80 games.
Since that time Sayward has become one
of the most sought after ski officials, working at
national and international events in the U.S.,
Canada, Japan, and Europe. He holds Level IV
certification as a coach for ski jumping and cross
country and Level II as an alpine coach. His
work has been recognized with a number of
awards including the Fritz Mittelstadt Award as
the Outstanding Ski Jump Official in the U.S.
and the Al Merrill Award for Excellence in
Nordic Officiating. This lifetime of dedication
has earned Galen Sayward a place in the Maine
Ski Hall of Fame.

The FARMINGTON SKI CLUB
congratulates the members of
the Class of 2007 on their well
deserved entry into the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.
Titcomb Mountain is a friendly and welcoming ski, snowboard and snowshoe area with a family atmosphere. It features 3 surface lifts, night skiing,
terrain features, snowmaking, rental equipment and warming lodge with fireplace and snack bar.

www.titcombmountain.com • 207.778.9031
Titcomb Mountain • Farmington Ski Club
PO Box 138 • West Farmington, Maine 04992
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Winston C. “Win” Robbins
The first record of Win Robbins as a
skier was during his college years at the
University of Maine from 1928 to 1932,
several years before the first lift served ski
areas appeared in the state. He participated
in winter sports for three years and captained
the team for one year. At Maine he also
developed the skills which would later have
a significant impact on the sport of skiing,
acquiring both a B.S. and M. S. in
engineering.
His interest in skiing continued
following college as he served as an assistant
coach at his alma mater. Through the thirties
and early forties he utilized his engineering
skills on a variety of construction projects
from highways, bridges to dams and
powerhouses. From 1943 to 1945 he
served with the Army Corps of Engineers,
rising to the rank of Lt. Col. and finishing his
duty in engineering training with the ski
troops in British Columbia.
Following the war Robbins put his
talents to work in skiing. In 1945 he
organized and operated Robbins Engineering
Corporation engaging in steel erection and

heavy rigging, also designing and building
ski lifts and erecting ski lifts for other
manufacturers.
This led to the construction of
numerous ski lifts including a T-bat at Black
Mountain in New Hampshire (1946), the
first Constam T-bar at Sugarloaf (1949) and
the second a year later. In 1952 he designed,
built and erected a double chair lift on Mt.
Cranmore in North Conway. Among the
lifts he either designed or installed were a Tbar at Chisolm Ski club in Rumford, a T-bar
at Lost Valley, a pair of T-bars at Mount
Whittier in NH, the gondola at Mt. Whittier,
a Riblet double chair at Lake Placid, NY, two
T-bars and a pair of double chairs at
Saddleback.
His knowledge of lift design and
construction resulted in his being named in
1956 to the original task force which helped
establish the American National Standard
Safety code for Aerial Passenger Tramways.
He was an original member of the
Association of Tramway Authorities and the
Society of Aerial Tramway Engineers. In 1959
Robbins became inspector for the State of

Congratulations Class of 2007

M a i n e
Tr a m w a y
Board
a
position he
held until
retirement.
As a
pioneer in ski lift construction Win Robbins gave
skiers faster, more comfortable rides to the top
of their ski runs, but what the skiers didn’t see
was more important. The safety standards he
developed guaranteed skiers could ride lifts in
confidence and the years he spent inspecting
lifts assured the tramway board and insurance
companies that ski areas maintained those
standards. As a result of his work, today’s ski
lifts meet an ever higher standard of safety.
Today’s ski lifts are faster, yet safer in loading
and unloading, and today’s skiers take for
granted that they will arrive safely at the summit.
The tramway boards of our ski states and the
lift safety committees of ski area operators are
a direct outgrowth of the pioneering work of
Win Robbins and this service to skiers has
earned him a place in the Maine ski Hall of
Fame.

125 Broadway Suite 1
Farmington, Maine 04938

Commemorate the honor with a personalized
chair built with heirloom quality construction
using Cherry, Maple and/or Ash hardwood.

207.778.9811
800.244.4777
www.farmingtontravel.com
bmiles@farmingtontravel.com

Congratulations to
the Class of 2007
-Bruce & Kathy Miles

Give us a call to help
plan your next ski trip!
European travel is
our specialty.

W. A. Mitchell Fine Furniture

714 Wilton Road • Farmington, Maine 04938
www.wamitchell.com • 207-778-5212
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Murray W. “Mike” Thurston
Mike
Thurston
started skiing
at age seven
or eight on
the
farm
where he
grew up. His early interest in skiing continued
as an adult and in 1947 he built a rope tow
area on Vernon Street in Bethel. In the mid
fifties as part of a group of businessmen
interested in development and bringing
winter business to a town that was empty
during the cold months, he had the idea that
a ski area would help.
Scouting out mountains in the area
along with several others, in particular Paul
Kailey, they settled on Barker Mountain in
Newry. At that time (1957) what is now the
Sunday River Access road ended just beyond
where the road to the Grand Summit Hotel
turns to the left. The group hiked to the
location of what is now the Barker Base lodge
to determine where to build the area.

Thurston talked noted ski area
designer Sel Hannah into helping with the
trail layout and lift location for $50 a day
to work from 6 am to late afternoon.
Over the next two years Thurston led
the drive to raise money, secure the land,
build a base lodge, cut trails and build lifts.
Sunday River Skiway was incorporated in
April of 1958 and in December 1959
opened with a base lodge, a 3000 foot
T-bar, a rope tow and two trails, Lower
Cascades and Lower Sunday Punch. That
this was accomplished in two years is
remarkable.
Mike Thurston became president of
the new corporation, a position he was
to hold for more than ten years.
Although the ski area had managers,
Thurston was on hand nearly every
weekend and often during the week even
though he was operating a wood working
plant and a family farm.
Even though the area struggled
financially it grew through the sixties

adding a T-bar to the top to give the area
1500 feet of vertical and another to add
a beginner area. In 1970 a snowmaking
system was built for the Mixing Bowl
beginner area and in 1971 a top to
bottom 5200 foot chair lift was added.
From its inception in 1957 to the day
in 1972 the area was sold to Sherburne
Corp, the parent company of Killington,
Mike Thurston with his leadership, and
personal commitment, both financially and
with hard work, kept Sunday River moving
forward in good years and bad. Without
his dedication it’s unlikely there would
have been a Sunday River for Les Otten
to turn into one of the East’s biggest ski
resorts. Thanks to him, his town of Bethel
now bustles with activity all winter.
A lifetime of dedication to the sport of
skiing and an equal devotion to his
community and his state led to the
achievements that have earned Mike
Thurston a place in the Maine Ski Hall of
Fame.

GouldAcademy
Gould sends congratulations to

Murray W. "Mike" Thurston
Class of 1939 for an honor
well deserved.
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Bob Flynn
Since
1969
the
name Bob
Flynn and has
b e e n
synonymous
with Bates
College skiing. When he became head coach
in that year his goal was to resurrect a once
proud program and he did it by recruiting
heavily among Maine skiers. In 22 years as
head coach skiers came to Bates from all over
the state, Rumford, Farmington, Wilton, Jay,
Bethel, Raymond, Casco, Rangeley,
Manchester, Winthrop, Kents Hill, Rumford
Point, Kingfield, Waterford, Bath, Scarborough,
New Sweden, Rockland, Portland, Rockport
and Auburn, along with other Maine
communities. He took great pride in the
contribution of Maine skiers to the Bates ski
teams.
A mark of any coach is the success of his
skiers both while under his tutelage and
beyond. A number of Flynn’s skiers have been
named to EISA All East Ski Teams and many
participated in NCAA National Championships.

The greatest success during his tenure as head
ski coach was achieved by Nancy Ingersoll
Fiddler a 14 time national champion who began
her career at Bates. In addition, All American
honors at Bates Fiddler went onto a successful
career on the US Cross Country Team from
1988 to 1993 and skied in two Olympics, 1988
and 1992, and on the FIS team in 1987, 89,91,
and 93.
Many of his skiers have followed Bob’s
example into careers in skiing. Fiddler is Head
Coach of Skiing at the Tamarack Lake ski
Center in Mammoth Lakes, California.
Others Bates skiers include Mark Godomski,
Head alpine Coach at Colby and director of
the Gould Academy of Skiing Program,
Andrew Gardner, Head Nordic Coach at
Middlebury, Reid Lutter, President of the
National Cross Country Ski Education
Foundation in St. Paul, MN and Becky Woods
Flynn, Head Nordic Coach at Bates. Other
ski team members have gone on to top
careers in the top professions, medicine, law,
education and business. They have succeeded
in all walks of life reflecting on the training they
received under Coach Flynn.

From 1969 to 1990 his men’s teams
were always in the top ten in EISA competition
winning the Division III title in 1971, during a
five year period that saw a 2nd, two 3rd’s, and
a 4th place finish. The team also won a pair of
Maine titles and qualified for the NCAA’s ten
times. Bob also coached the Bates women
and never finished out of the top ten from 1975
to 1990 in the WEISA championships. These
teams went to seven NCAA championships.
In 1976 Flynn made his big dream a
reality when Bates hosted the NCAA
Championships at Rumford and Sunday River.
The event was a huge success and Bates
finished 9th, their best ever national finish.
In addition to coaching, Bob has been
active in every aspect of the sport, serving as
President of the Maine Alpine Racing Assoc.
and the Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Assoc.
Other organizations he has served or chaired
the American Intercollegiate Ski Assoc., NCAA
Rules Committee and numerous other
committees and groups. This dedication to
skiing and other sports has led to many awards
and this service has earned Bob Flynn a place
in the Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

Maine’s Best Kept Secret!

Thank you for
having the will to lead
the way...
The Lost Valley Family
would like to congratulate
the Class of 2007
207-784-1561
www.lostvalleyski.com
200 Lost Valley Rd.

Warm regards to Bob Flynn and Tom
Upham for your dedication to the sport
and enrichment of our community.

Auburn, ME 04210
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Tom Upham
Tom Upham started skiing in his
backyard when he was two or three years
old with the help of his family. It wasn’t
long before he was walking to the end of
his street and another 100 feet through
the woods to Bran’s Hill in Auburn where
locals skied in the forties and fifties.
At Edward Little High School in
Auburn he excelled in baseball and track,
but it was in skiing that he made his real
mark. His EL ski teams won state titles from
1958 to 1961. In 1960 he was ski meister
and won the downhill in the state meet.
He also won the Junior National Nordic
Combined title and in 1961 won the Maine
and New England Downhill Championship.
A four event skier in high school,
Upham concentrated on the Nordic events
in college. He skied for the University of
Colorado from 1961 to 1965. From 1960
to 1968 he was a member of the US
National Nordic combined teams, first as
junior and then as a senior. He won the
North American Nordic combined crown in
1963 and the US title in 1965. These

performances earned him a spot on the
Nordic combined team for the 1968
Olympics. He returned to Olympic
competition in 1976 as a coach for the
women’s cross country team.
While competing at a national level
he also found time in 1966-67 to coach the
Lewiston High Ski Team, reviving that
program to win the 1967 state class B
championship. In 1968 he took on the task
of rebuilding the University of New
Hampshire ski program and made the team
an NCAA powerhouse in two years earning
Coach of the Year honors in 1969. From
1968 to 1975 he served as a special
technical coach for the US National cross
country and Nordic combined teams, and
from 1970 to 1975 was an international
Nordic Combined Technical Delegate.
In business he called on his ski
experience operating a ski shop specializing
in cross country for many years. At the same
time he helped organize the Eastern
Professional Ski Touring Instructors and
edited and printed their first teaching manual.

Upham also
became the
first examiner
in
the
instructor
certification
progam.
Retirement didn’t slow down his
involvement i n s k i i n g . H e p r o v i d e
grooming and race organization for the
Titcomb Mountain cross country program
for three years. During the winter of
2006-2007 he spent weekends as an
assistant coach for the newly formed
University of Maine Presque Isle ski team
and served as a wax technician for the
US Biathlon development team at the
National Championships.
A lifetime of devotion to the sport
of skiing as a competitor, coach and
official has brought distinction to Maine
skiing and earned a place for Tom Upham
in the Maine ski Hall of Fame.

Congratulations Hall of Famers!
- The Sweetser family
Sweetser’s Apple Barrel and Orchards
19 Blanchard Road,
Cumberland Center, ME 04021
207-829-3074 www.maineapple.com
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Richard “Dick” Bell
Dick
B e l l ’ s
contributions
to Maine
skiing date
back to the
earliest
days of the sport in the state. When
the Farmington Ski Club was formed
to create the Titcomb Ski Area, Bell
gave the fledgling area its first rope tow.
His station wagon provided the first
ambulance service at the slopes and he
was a life long member and contributor
to the Farmington Ski Club.
He was also among the founders of
the Sugarloaf Mountain Corp. and a
member of the Sugarloaf Ski Club from
its inception. Bell also served as a
member and director for many years on
the boards of the Maine Ski Council and
the United States Eastern Ski Association.
These were all volunteer positions and it
was as a volunteer that he made his mark.
Somehow, while operating a
successful insurance business Dick Bell

made the time to serve on a volunteer
basis as Director of Civil Defense in
Farmington and as a deputy sheriff. In his
civil defense position he managed to
provide (on a permanent loan) blankets,
cots and Thomas splints to the early
Sugarloaf Ski Patrol on which he also
served. As a member of that patrol his
station wagon once again became an
ambulance.
For most, simply working with two
ski patrols would be plenty, but Bell also
took on the added duties of timing races
at both ski areas year after year. His
activities extended well beyond the ski
season as he spent countless hours
stringing miles of wires for emergency
phones posted on the mountain. In 1971
when the World Cup came to Sugarloaf
for the Tall Timber Classic Bell was on
hand once again to furnish loud speakers
and provided his camp “Snodunder” as a
base for doctors covering the event.
On his own he provided a warming
hut at the base of “Chicken Pitch” on Tote
Road, simply because he felt the skiers

needed it. His interest in providing for
needs created one of his most lasting
legacies. Because he believed skiers
should not miss out on either skiing or
church he led the drive for a ski in ski out
facility on the mountain. His contribution
as the major fund raiser for Sugarloaf’s
Interfaith Chapel was recognized when it
named for him following his death in 1972.
It is fitting the basement of the Dick Bell
Interfaith Chapel now houses the ski
patrol. His devotion to that organization
earned a National Appointment, an honor
reserved for those who have made
significant contributions to the patrol above
and beyond the day to day activities of a
patrolman.
His love of skiing and dedication to
Sugarloaf led to his chronicling of the area’s
history from its beginning through
photography, newspaper clippings, writing
and creating homemade ads. Years of
volunteer service to skiing in Maine and
Sugarloaf and Titcomb have left a lasting
legacy and earned Dick Bell a place in the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame.

CONGRATULATIONS

2007
The staff at The Rack congratulates the
Maine Ski Hall of Fame Class of 2007,
with special recognition of the memory of
Dick Bell and all he did for Sugarloaf.

HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEES

237-2192

West Village
Sugarloaf/USA

The Place To Be Anytime...
Day or Night
Featuring Pasta, Sushi,
Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Salads & Pizza

Congratulations Sugarloaf
Hall of Famers!
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Dave Irons
Dave
Irons grew up
in South Paris,
Maine in the
forties and fifties
when Paris
Manufacturing
was still one of the nation’s leading ski producers.
Using those wood skis Irons learned to ski on a
small hill behind his family’s home. Another popular
local hill was actually above the plant where local
skiers got their skis. Dave’s only competition was
as a Boy Scout around 1949 or 1950 in a meet
between a South Paris troop and a Bethel troop.
This trip to a small rope tow area on Vernon Street
in Bethel was also his first chance to ride any kind
of lift. With no high school team, skiing was limited
to climbing local hills and visiting a rope tow in
Norway in high school years.
Following high school it was skiing at
Pleasant Mountain (now Shawnee Peak), with
occasional visits to Sugarloaf in the late fifties. The
opening of Sunday River in 1959 provided a new
place to ski and Irons became a regular weekend
skier, finally joining the Sunday River Ski Patrol in
1968, a patrol he directed from 1971 to 1982.

During 20 years of patrolling, three as a full time
professional, the South Paris native achieved the
highest levels, certified by the National Ski Patrol
and the Professional Ski Patrol Association and
served as an examiner for both organizations.
When the Maine region of NSPS instituted a first
aid exam for Senior Patrollers, Irons was among
a group of first aid instructors that developed the
procedures for the exam. Irons served as an
examiner until 1988 when his broadcasting and
writing prevented confining his activities to a single
ski area.
In 1960 as a radio announcer, he first got
involved in ski reporting including reports in his
daily sports shows. Although full time announcing
ended in 1963, play by play and ski reports
continued and in the early seventies Dave Irons
ski columns began to appear in the Portland
Papers. Since that time his ski articles and columns
have been published in SKI, SKIING, Snow
Country, Ski Racing, Snoweast, New England Ski
Journal and Playboy. From the mid eighties to
the mid nineties Irons was Senior Editor for the
Ski Industry Letter and for two years had a ski
column in the New York Daily News. He is also
a regular contributor to ski sections in the Boston
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Globe. His longest running regular gig is a weekly
ski column in the Sunday edition of the Lewiston
Sun Journal which started in 1983 and continues.
Broadcast ski reports continued on
WMTW TV, WYNZ, WLBZ and WPOR
through the eighties in into the nineties. For more
than forty years, Irons has covered every aspect
of skiing, equipment, major events, competition
from local junior to World Cup and travel taking
him to a majority of the major ski resorts in North
America and some in Europe and South America.
For his service to NSPS he was awarded
a National Appointment (#4651). A member
of the Eastern Ski Writers Association since
1976 he served as President 1990-1992 and
as President of the North American
Snowsports Journalists Association 2000-2002,
serving on the boards of both organizations
for more than 15 years and co authoring the
ethics code for NASJA.
Dave’s keen interest in Maine’s skiing
pioneers led to the creation of the Maine Ski
Hall of Fame in 2003. His work on this along
with his hundreds of articles promoting skiing
earned Dave Irons a place in the Maine Ski
Hall of Fame.

MAINE SKI HALL OF FAME - YEAR FIVE
Four years ago we held the first banquet to induct the first class of Maine skiers into the Maine Ski Hall of Fame. That distinguished class
was made up of ten skiers who played key roles in creating the ski industry here in Maine and even around the world. Recognizing them
established the Maine Ski Hall of Fame and we added ten more each year in the Classes of 2004, 2005 and 2006. The names of the first four
classes can be found in the Honor Roll at the front of the book. This year's class continues our mission of recognizing the visionaries who
shaped our sport.
As you read the biographies of this year's class you will see that we have a pair of Olympians in Jim Miller and Tom Upham, a pioneering
lift engineer, Win Robbins, Mike Thurston, the driving force in the creation of Sunday River, Dick Bell a key figure in Sugarloaf's early years,
a pair of top coaches, Bob Flynn and Charles Broomhall, Galen Sayward who has officiated ski events around the world and Dave Irons, our
second ski journalist.
These skiers represent many aspects of skiing and all have had a major impact on the sport. This program book documents their
achievements and creates a permanent record of their contributions. With this group we now have 49 members enshrined in the Maine Ski
Hall of Fame, and we have just begun. With more than 30 Maine skiers listed as members of the US Ski Team Alumni and numerous
instructors, ski patrollers, and many builders who helped create our sport in Maine or represented us in competition, it will take years to
recognize them all. And this is where you come in.
The committee reviewed a number of nominees and had to decide which skiers would go in this year and which could wait awhile. If
there is a bias it is toward those older skiers. That first year only three of ten were alive to accept their awards in person. This year we have
seven still with us and one of our goals is recognize the deserving pioneers while we can still invite them to join us in person. Through the
ski museum and our committee we know of many, but not all. If you know of someone whose contribution to skiing rises to the level of
those already enshrined, contact a committee member or visit www.skimaine.com and start the nomination process.
Dave Irons, Chairman
Maine Ski Hall of Fame

Your full-service
marketing, printing and
creative headquarters

Toll Free 1-888-624-6774
207-635-2332 Fax 207-635-2442
P.O. Box 136, 15 North Main Street, North Anson, ME 04958
E-mail: sales@marketingandprinting.com • www.marketingandprinting.com

Page 15

Computer Screens Become Windows into Skiing History
By Scott Andrews

Computer screens will soon
become windows into Maine skiing’s
storied past. That’s a key goal as the Ski
Museum of Maine enlists today’s Internet
technology to preserve the past, promote
its message and present itself to the public.
Opening the doors of its longed-for
exhibit space in Farmington was SMOM’s
defining achievement this past year, but a
trip to the bricks-and-mortar museum at
109 Church Street isn’t needed to sample
our offerings. Anybody in Maine — or
around the world — with an Internet
connection can visit a key SMOM project.
SMOM is partnering with the Maine
Memory Network, an interactive online
document archive that allows high-quality
photos from various historical collections
to be viewed via computer. The network,
which has about 10,000 total items
available, is owned by the Portland-based
Maine Historical Society.

The museum is currently involved
in several Maine Memory projects. First
up in 2006 was publishing a collection of
13 photos from Pleasant Mountain
(former name of Shawnee Peak) that date
from the 1950s through 1970s. Three
online photo exhibits are planned for
2007-2008: Down East Ski Club,
Chisholm Ski Club and Titcomb
Mountain. These exhibits are scheduled
to go online by late December.
Visiting these exhibits online is free;
no password is needed. And there’s no
time pressure: Once mounted, each
Maine Memory Network exhibit remains
available 24/7 indefinitely.
ANOTHER AVENUE FOR
SMOM to tell its story is the Internet
phenomenon known as Wikipedia, a
totally free online encyclopedia. The basic
SMOM article, including three
photographs, was entered on Wikipedia
in May. An
o n g o i n g
Wikipedia-related
project is inserting
appropriate
c r o s s connections, such
as clickable links
from
the
encyclopedia’s
articles
on
Sugarloaf and the
town
of
Farmington.
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More recently, a separate Wikipedia
article for the Maine Ski Hall of Fame was
created. In addition, several Hall of Fame
members have their own Wikipedia
entries.
SMOM’s own website is primarily a
promotional vehicle, but it contains some
historical content. Most notable: the
official Hall of Fame biographies.
There are several other regional and
national websites that are devoted to
aspects of our sport’s heritage. Tops is
Skiing History, maintained by the U.S.
National Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame
and Museum in Ishpeming, Michigan. Key
items are capsule summaries of past
articles from Skiing Heritage magazine
plus a very lengthy “Timeline of Key Ski
History Dates.”
The New England Ski Museum also
has much historical content, including past
articles published in its newsletter.
Four articles on ski history by
SMOM board member Glenn Parkinson
are available online through the website
of Maine Winter Sports Center. New
England Lost Ski Areas Project, inspired
by a chapter in Parkinson’s “First Tracks,”
has acquired a life of its own.
Newest online is the Minnesotabased American Ski Jumping Hall of Fame,
currently a startup situation. SMOM is in
contact with this group, and we expect
to share information in the future.
Jumping was the most visible public face
of skiing in the early 20th century.

Skiers have
been enjoying
Maine winters
for over a
century.

Programs for
adults, youth
and children.
Promoting Skiing Since 1936
www.pvskiclub.org
E-mail: skiclub@pvskiclub.org
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SKI MUSEUM OF MAINE
We will mark in November the anniversary of our first full year at our new new location on
Church Street in Farmington. It has been a busy, productive, and gratifying one. Consulting Curator,
Megan Roberts, has welcomed visitors on a regular schedule during the afternoons from Wednesday
through Saturday of each week, and on some special occasions we have expanded those hours to
include evenings and Sundays as well.
Lots of people have seemed eager to pay a visit for at least a couple of reasons.
First, they just want to see what we’re up to and what comprises the Museum, their curiosity having
been piqued in many instances by the excellent publicity and media coverage provoked by not only Megan,
but many of our interested and committed Board members.
Second, we’ve been amazed by the outpouring of contributions of artifacts and skiing memorabilia from
interested skiers and families of skiers who now see that there is a safe and secure destination for their collections that will preserve them
in perpetuity and render them available for public viewing.
Our current exhibit on the first floor, and our growing collection on the second floor are both interesting and impressive; and our
recently-completed traveling display has proven to be a great mechanism to further spread the word about what the Museum is all about
and about the rich history of skiing in Maine.
We are proud that the annual Hall of Fame induction ceremonies has become a cornerstone of our activities, and our congratulations
go out to the worthy members of the class of 2007 that we are honoring tonight. This group of pioneers and visionaries helped make skiing
in Maine what it is today, and to be able to recognize them by inducting them into the Hall is one way to thank them for their contributions.
Soon you will be able to see permanent plaques on display at the Museum honoring all of the Hall of Fame members inducted to date.
If you have haven’t yet had the opportunity to visit the Museum, I urge you to do so. All of us on the Board are proud of what we’ve
been able to accomplish to date, and we all share the feeling that this is just the beginning of something very special for Maine skiing. And
if you have not yet joined is as a member, please know that our principal means of financial support is our membership, and we invite you
to join our growing group of supporters.
And, if your attic, barn, or closets are cluttered with your, your parents’, or your grandparents’ skis, boots, apparel, or other gear and
you’re looking for a home for all or some of it, please give Megan a call to see if what you have might help fills some holes in our collection.
This is, after all, your museum. It will grow and flourish in direct proportion to the interest and support of Main’s wintersports
community.
The Board, and I, are committed to our mission. And we encourage you to actively participate in this exciting initiative.

Congratulations
to this year’s
inductees
to the
Maine
Ski Hall of Fame!
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ongratulations to
to the
the Class
lass of
of 2007
2007
Congratulations
Dan & Jean Cassidy
Charles & Nancy Gaunce
John Christie
Joshua Christie
Jason Christie
Marty Christie
Tom & Anne Hanson
Fred Hanson
Neal & Linda Trask
Don & Nancy Fowler
Peter & Jane Roy

Jay & Nancy Marshall
Heather & Greg Burke
Peter & Judy Weston
Paul A. Houlares
Mark & Cindy Hiebert
Greg Sweetser &
Debby Freeman
Sam Sweetser
Eben Sweetser
Sunday River Staff
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