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SKI MUSEUM OF MAINE

In an Olympic year all the focus tends to be 
on the athletes, Olympic team tryouts, the host 
country and our national Olympic spirit.  Rarely 
if ever is there any emphasis on the cost (unless 
you’re a parent of an Olympic hopeful) and the 
behind the scene details of financing a team.  Ralph 
“Doc” DesRoches, a native of Mexico, Maine is 
considered by many in the ski industry to be the 
first person to step up and smooth the way for 
the US Ski Team to compete in the international 
arena. In 1960, Doc answered the call from US 
Ski Team coach Bill Beck to help raise funds 

to send the alpine team to Europe. The first 
major challenge to participation in international 
competition came in the summer of 1961. The team 
needed $55,000 in order to travel to the 1962 Alpine 
World Championships in Chamonix, France and as 
Doc put it, “The US team bank account stood at 
a disappointing $20,000.”  Sports writer Arthur 
Zirch in a 1963 Sports Illustrated article, “Its Going 
To Show When We Get To Innsbruck,” describes 
Doc’s effort to send a full alpine team to Chamonix 
this way, “... somehow [Doc] hypnotized hundreds 
of people into giving money. By the time he was 
through, the team had $90,000.”  

The US Ski team did not waste any time in 
naming Doc, National Chairman of the US Ski 
Team Fund Committee and the Finance Chairman 
of the Olympic Ski Games Committee with the goal 
of raising $100,000 for the 1964 Olympic Games 
in Innsbruck, Austria. Based on his fundraising 
success for the World Championships Doc made a 
prediction for the Olympic team challenge, “We 
should be able to go over the top again.”  The 
committee raised $140,000.  The $50,000 surplus 
was used to create a national alpine training camp 
and improve coaching at regional nordic camps.  
Zirch again credits Doc with another major 
step for the US Team, thanks to his over the top 
fundraising efforts:  “The snow crunched as a[Vail} 
ski instructor glided off the chair lift and skated to 
the head of one of the trails. There he stopped and 
hung a small sign on a line across the head of the 
run. Its message: ‘Closed for 

“Doc” DesRoches   
The Man Behind A New Era In American Olympic Skiing

By Leigh Breidenbach
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Ski Museum of Maine
Snow Trail 
Winter 2018

www.skimuseumofmaine.org
info@skimuseumofmaine.org

P.O. Box 359
Kingfield, ME 04947

(207) 265-2023

Founded in 1995, the Ski Museum of Maine is 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization established 
with the mission to celebrate and preserve the 
history and heritage of Maine skiing. The 
Ski Museum exhibits artifacts, photographs, 
artwork and documents at its location in 
Kingfield, conducts educational programs to 
ski clubs, schools, libraries, historical and civic 
organizations, and hosts social events and 
activities throughout the year. 

Officers

President: Wende Gray, Bethel
Vice president: Gerry Thompson, Falmouth
Secretary:  Russ Murley, Bethel
Treasurer: Peter Weston, Scarborough

BOard MeMBers

Leigh Breidenbach, Turner
Drew Cota, Carrabassett Valley
Bob Farrar, Stratton
Laurie Fitch, Portland
Cooper Friend, Ellsworth
Cate Gilbane, Cape Elizabeth 
Scott Hendricks, Bridgton
Dave Irons, Westbrook
Glenn Parkinson, Freeport
Dave Ridley, Camden
Phil Savignano, Auburn
Dave Stonebraker, Hebron

staff

Executive director: Theresa Shanahan,
 Kingfield

The Mountains of Maine:
Skiing in the Pine Tree State

An exhibit created by the New 

England Ski Museum, augmented with 

considerable additional material from the 

Ski Museum of Maine, will be on display 

at the Robinson House of the Bethel 

Historical Society, 10 Broad Street, 

through spring 2018.

Admission by donation

For more info, call 800-824-2910

or visit www.bethelhistorical.org

Open February 20 - 23

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Maine Skiing Heritage Society
The mission of the Ski Museum of Maine 

(SMOM) is to collect and preserve Maine’s 
skiing history and heritage. 

History is the artifacts an equipment, 
the dates and the races. That is only part of 
what we collect and preserve. Heritage is the 
smell of the wet wool and the taste of the hot 
chocolate. It is the memories of skiing’s past.

You can help us preserve Maine’s skiing 
history and heritage by becoming a member 
of the Maine Skiing Heritage Society and 
including a financial bequest to the Museum 
in your estate plan.  With this simple act you 
can ehlp preserve our state’s ski history and 
heritage beyond your lifetime.

For more information contact Ski 
Museum of Maine

P.O. Box 369, Kingfield, Maine, 04947
207-265-2023 
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From the president ...

Wende Gray
President, Ski Museum of Maine

The “Mother Ship”
Last March, the Ski Museum’s Board of 

Directors reviewed and revised its strategic plan.  
The Board set a strategic goal for the coming year 
to give an overall facelift to the Kingfield museum 
site-its appearance, signage, lighting, accessibility 
and collections management.  Along with upgrades 
to the Kingfield site, the board expects to establish 
additional gallery sites throughout Maine to 
increase visitation and create awareness of the Ski 
Museum’s mission to celebrate and preserve the 
history and heritage of skiing in Maine.  With 
apologies to science fiction- Star Trek, Star Wars 
and Space Invaders, the board established the 
“Mother Ship Committee” to oversee the Kingfield 

museum and its 
satellite locations. 

This fall, 
thanks to a 
grant from the 
H. King and 
Jean Cummings 
Charitable Fund, 
the museum 
has been able to 
renovate our space 
in Kingfield.  
Upgrades include 
removal of the suspended ceiling revealing a 
beautiful old tin ceiling. The ceiling, walls and trim 
have been repainted. New flooring has been laid.  
Museum quality track lighting now showcases 
our exhibits.  Window blinds shield our collection 
from light deterioration. Outside entrance lighting 
and safety repairs are in place.  

With volunteer labor from the board and the 
help of consultants, we have reworked our exhibits 
with old and new themes and displays.  The museum 
recently purchased one of the only intact pair of 
TAJCO skis to add to our Theo Johnsen collection.  
Leigh Breidenbach and Dave Stonebraker have 
been busy accessioning our collections- with new 
discoveries everyday of items stowed away in the 
“back” rooms. 

I’d like to personally thank the Mother Ship 
Committee, chaired by Pete Weston (also our 
“general contractor” for this project) for many 
hours of volunteer work on this renovation. Thank 
you Glenn Parkinson, Leigh Breidenbach, Bob 
Farrar, Cate Gilbane, David Stonebraker and Gerry 
Thompson.  Kudos go to our executive director, 
Theresa Shanahan for keeping us on track while 
still managing the daily affairs of the museum- 
events, fund raising, collections management, and 
more during this hectic period.

I hope you will have a chance to stop by and 
visit the museum this winter and tell us your 
personal Maine ski stories.  

Sincerely 
Wende Gray
President, Ski Museum of Maine

2nd Annual Fall Online 
Auction A Success

Without the generosity of our donors 
the auction would not be possible. Your 
contributions allow us to continue our 
mission to celebrate and preserve the 
history and heritage of Maine Skiing. 
Thank you!

Lord Camden Inn 

Camden Snow Bowl 

Boynton-McKay Food Co. 

Side Country Sports 

The Spillover Motel 

Sugarloaf Mountain Resort 

The Looney Moose 

Restaurant 

Slopeside Provisions 

The Rack 

Trails End Bar & Grill 

The Bethel Inn Resort 

Sudbury Inn 

Sunday River Resort 

Sport Thoma 

Riverview Resort 

Good Food 

Smokin’ Good BBQ 

Mt. Abram Resort 

Shawnee Peak Ski Area 

The Vault Pub & Provisions 

Norway Brewing Company 

Maine Line Products 

Carter’s Nordic Center 

Green Ice Wax Company 

Claudia Diller 

Ski Museum of Maine 

(vintage skis) 

Kittery Trading Post 

Reliable Racing 

Sportshaus 

Tecnica Group USA
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There has been quite a bit of activity in the museum throughout the fall  and early winter 
with the beginning of our renovation into December. Our Grand Re-opening celebration was a 
success with quite a few visitors that were taking advantage of the First Friday Art Walk here in 
town. The mood was festive, and everyone was excited to see our new gallery space. 

This winter, our friends at Sunday River will host our first “Legends Race” on January 23rd 
start time is 1pm Monday Mourning, Sunday River’s dedicated race trail.  This is our newest 
fundraiser, and promises to be a lot of fun. Then in February, we will have our Eleventh Annual 
Maine Ski Heritage Classic at the Sugarloaf Inn. A silent auction, with a live auction to follow 
will be a night for fun! In March, our 3rd Annual Sisters of Skada program will be presented 
at Bates College on Thursday, the 22nd. On April 21st at Sunday River’s Barker Mountain Base 
Lodge will be the Skee Spree. This auction boasts quite a few items for the summer sports 
enthusiasts.

In February, we will kick off our 2018 Membership drive. To be able to continue as well as 
expand our offering of programs and services, we rely on the generosity of individuals and 
businesses for support through membership. Please be sure to renew your membership so that 
we can continue with our mission: Celebrate and preserve the history and heritage of Maine 
Skiing.

Theresa Shanahan
Executive Director

From the executive director ...

The Luce Family

Sugarloafers si
nce 1952!

VALLEY GAS
&OIL COMPANY

Your complete energy source for
propane, kerosene, fuel oil and equipment

1.800.675.7443 • 207.265.5443
Fax 207.265.2987 • www.valleygasandoil.com

Valley Gas & Oil is proud to support the Ski Museum of Maine
P.O. Box 115 • 103 Main Street • Kingf ield, Maine 04947
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Before there were skis shops, hardware stores were the place to pick up skis. 
King & Dexter Co. a Portland hardware store established in 1865 by Joseph 
A. King and Joseph D. Dexter.  In 1903 the Johnston Hardware Co., Bangor 
Maine advertised “the finest skis of solid native ash, complete with leather 
harness for $2.95” 

Made In Maine Wall and Children’s Corner

Ski Museum of Maine Has A New Look!
Thanks To The King and Jean Cummings Charitable Trust

Please Drop By For A Visit

“To all who have spent hours ironing and 
scraping skis, p-texting, pine tarring and 
adjusting bindings, the new “ski bench” exhibit 
will bring a smile to your face!”  Phil Savingno   
Looks like Pete Weston, Renovation Chairman 
spent hours scraping skis!

Tom Upham’s
1968 Olympic Team Uniform Jacket, Jumping Skis

and Bass Boots with a custom heel lift.



6

Race Practice.’ These four words announced, as 
dramatically as a Broadway marquee, the opening of 
a new era in American competitive skiing. The trail 
was indeed closed to recreational skiing. But it was 
wide open to a special kind of racing. For the first 
time on American slopes, an Olympic Alpine training 
camp was being conducted.”  Even before becoming 
chairman for the US Team Fund Committee, Doc 
had insisted on the need for an ongoing training 
program in order to increase participation, and his 
goal for the US was to have a pool of two and three 
hundred top skiers when it came to the Olympic ski 
team selections.

In the Skiing Heritage, 2003, Remembering 
column, Bob Beattie, head coach for the US 
Alpine Team in the 1960’s recalls Doc’s efforts, 
“The team wouldn’t have gotten off the ground 
without him. We were desperate for money, but 
Doc told me, ‘We’ll find the money if you’ll find 
the team.’ We were joined at the hip, traveling 
everywhere together. And he did all this work 
gratis.” Beattie was not the only one to praise 
Doc’s fundraising skills. Steve Butchock referred 
to him as “Sking’s counterpart to Harry Houdini 
...But unlike Houdini who performed his wizardry 
before capacity audiences, DesRochces performs 

backstage without fanfare.” (Skier, Oct 9163)  Doc 
made sure to share the credit with his co-workers at 
every opportunity, “Our people do a tremendous 
job even through we are amateurs in fundraising.  
In many cases, individuals pay most of their 
personal expenses over and above contributing 
their own time.” (Ski-Time 1963)  Fundraising 
for the US Ski Team in the 60’s was not Doc’s 
fulltime job.  After serving with the 10th Mountain 
Division during WWII and head of ski school at 
Laurel Mountain from 1946 – 1957, Doc took over 
leadership of Laurel Mountain, “The Ski Capital of 
Pennsylvania” until 1963 when he became CEO of 
Ski Industries of American.  In 1967 with the help 
of J. Negley Cook, he started the New York Ski 
Ball, which continues to this day to raise funds for 
the United State Ski and Snowboard Association. 

    Doc often expressed his frustration with the 
lack of coverage by the media outlets for the US 
Ski Team Fund Committee, “Generally we were 
getting little cooperation and had to hard-sell [to 
the media.] It was my toughest challenge.” Given 
the number of print articles on the committee’s 
various campaigns, between 1960 and 1967 in Ski, 
Skier, Ski-Time, Eastern Ski Bulletin, American 
Ski Annual, Sports Illustrated and the New York 
Times, history will show Doc and the committee 
overcame the lack of media coverage, but then 
again Doc was famous for saying, “Never believe 
your own press.”  Doc retired from SIA in 1981 and 
then came out of retirement a year later to work 
with Tom Reynolds in developing the University 
of Maine Farmington Ski Industries Program and 
remained a consultant to the program until his 
death in June of 2003.

Serving the Western Mountains of Maine

HOME, PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL AUTO, BUSINESS

Jim Wilson
Trusted Choice®Agent

1104 Valley Crossing
The Valley Crossing Building

Carrabassett Valley, ME 04947
Local number: 207-235-2642

Fax: 207-235-2640
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The 1952 Olympic classic combined and cross country squads had numerous ties to Chisholm 
Ski Club and the Rumford area starting with the 1950 World Championships and culminating in 
2009 reunion of the “Magnificent 7” at Black Mountain in Rumford.*  The 1950 Nordic World 
Championships were moved at the last minute to Rumford when Lake Placid the host area experience 
a snow drought.  A year later in March of 1951, Chisholm Ski Club hosted the cross country and 
classic combined Olympic tryouts. The editors of the 1953 American Ski Annual and Skiing Journal 
give Chisholm and the local athletes high praise, “For years this ski conscious community has been 
stressing cross country. The youngest and newest [Bob Pidacks] of the home-town crop to emerge 
on the national ski horizon got a tremendous ovation from the thousands of on lookers.”  Chummy 
Broomhall  organized the race course prep and competed in the tryouts just as he had done for 
the 1950 World Championships.  The Olympic tryout course was described as having, “All the 
characteristics of a real ‘Langrenn’ allowing the athletes to experience,  ... the type of running they 
could expect in Nordmarka, the forest of Oslo, Norway where the 1952 Winter Olympics will take 
place in February.” 

*For a full account of the reunion, go to www.sunjournal.com, “Magnificnet 7 Return:  Members 
of 1952 Olympic Nordic Team Reunite, by Kalle Oakes (Friday, March 13,2009)

Editors Note:  Wendall “Chummy” Broomhall, passed away at the age of 98, as this issue was 
going to press.  Chummy’s Olympic story includes, selection for the 1940 Olympics (which were 
cancelled due to WWII,) 1948 and 1952 Nordic Olympic Teams, Chief of Race 1960 Olympics, Chief 
of Course 1980 Olympics. We will have a more complete story  in the Summer 2018 Issue. 
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1931: White Bunny Ski and Outing Club
“Under management of Roger T. Hall, Chairman of the Winter Carnival held at Fort 

Fairfield, Maine on February 13-14-15, 1930, excellent results were obtained in spite of bad 
weather the first 2 days... All events were strictly amateur. Ski men from Chisholm Ski Club 
at Rumford gave a nice exhibition of ski jumping ... The White Bunnies have had a good 
season just past and no doubt will go into this season with the same enthusiasm.” - National 
Ski Association Year Book (1930 – 31)

1947: Al Merrill Returns to Racing
“Allison Merrill, former New Hampshire ace from Andover, Me., who had spent the 

previous two winters as a foot slogger for Uncle Sam in the European Theatre, turned in his 
most spectacular effort in edging out his former college mate, diminutive Ralph Townsend 
of the Mountain Troops.” [Eastern Cross Country, Jumping and Combined Championships 
1946] - American Ski Annual (1947)

Ski Pointers from the past...
Ski Pointer originated in Ski Life, a 

magazine started by publisher Arnold 
Abramson in 1959. The Ski Pointers were 
modeled after the illustrated pointers in Golf, 
another of Abramson’s magazines. By 1959, the 
US had three major ski oriented publications: 
Ski, Skiing and Ski Life, and for a brief time 
Ski Life was considered to be the newsstand 
leader. In 1960 Abramson bought Ski and 
merged the magazine with Ski Life. The Ski 
Pointers soon became the most popular feature 
in the magazine.  In 1990 the new editor of 
Ski eliminated the Ski Pointers.  By the mid 
1990’s Ski featured fewer articles on racing, 
technical tips and skiing legends, and placed 
more emphasis on skiing lifestyles.

Back In Those Days . . .
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1952: Delivery Milk, Then Make the Olympic Team
“[Chummy Broomhall] has been working hard to see that everything was ready for this 

weekend’s all important meet.  This Chummy had to do between delivering milk to the 
natives, his only form of training for the ski races... A huge throng from this pioneer ski 
town [Rumford] was on hand early to watch the foremost runners from the East, Mid-West 
and Far West go after coveted berths on the Olympic Team” - American Ski Annual and 
Skiing Journal (1952)

1960: Dancing with Amos
“On a Saturday night at the Sugarloaf Motel, a few miles down from the base of the 

mountain, on Maine Route 27, you can still find him [Amos Winter] downstairs where the 
juke box is blaring, stomping out a swinging lindy with any of the young girl skiers who has 
the stamina to keep up with his jitterbugging.”   - Ski Life Special Gold Medal Issue (Feb 
1960)

Ads from the past...

SKI Magazine, February 1960
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Shawnee Peak at Pleasant Mountain:
Maine’s Oldes Continuously Operated Ski Area

Dave Iron’s newest book is now in print

Dave Iron’s newest book, Shawnee Peak at Pleasant Mountain: 
Maine’s Oldest Continuously Operated Ski Area is now in print. 
The book traces the origins of the ski area starting in 1938 to the 
present.  The story begins in the early 1930’s when a group of skiers 
driving from Portland to challenge the Sherman Ski Trail and the 
steep slopes of Tuckerman’s Ravine on Mt. Washington in New 
Hampshire saw the inviting sloping fields at the base of Pleasant 
Mountain. The group asked Harry Douglas a local famer who 
owned the land if they could ski there; Douglas said, “Sure, if you 
put the fences back in the spring for my cows”.  Before long locals 
from Bridgton and Bridgton Academy led by Russ Haggett, joined the skiers from Portland.  
Voila –  a  Maine ski area was born.

The book chronicles how the mountain started with rope tows, added the state’s first T-bar 
and chair lift, and eventually through a series of owners expanded the operation to become 
New England’s largest night skiing operation.  Iron’s research for the book, included checking 
early deeds in the Portland registry, reading early editions of the Bridgton News, gathering 
information from the Bridgton Historical Society, looking through the ski areas countless photo 
archives and drawing on his own experiences having skied the mountain since the fifties.  Irons 
personal files from more than forty years of ski writing furnished plenty of material for the 
book, which details 80 years of skiing at this venerable ski area, sprinkled with vintage photos 
both color and black and white.  Available from Ski Museum of Maine (skimuseumofmaine.org) 

New Book on The History 
of Titcomb Ski Slope

by Megan Roberts
(Coming Fall 2018)

Megan Roberts puts it simply, “After years 
of talking about writing a book, I decided 
the time had come to actual do it, I wanted 
to insure the stories and history of Titcomb 
would be there for another generation.  And 
I do come by this naturally since my father 
(Gwilym) was Titcomb’s historian up until the 
50th Celebration in 1989.”  Megan has written 
numerous short pieces about Titcomb over 
the years (see page 11) but began work on the 
book in earnest last spring. She served as the 
general manager of Titcomb from 2000 – 2004 
and again most recently from 2013 -2017. 

This Roberts family picture (Beth, Gwilym, Janet, Megan,) 
has been part of several ski museums exhibits on Titcomb.  
A recent interview with Megan reveled the story behind this 
rather professional looking photograph,  “That was [taken] my 
first day on skis as a 5 year old, and a Portland Press Herald 
photographer happened to take this beauty, and I was famous 
before I had even gone up the rope tow! “
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Enjoy our 
Maine winter!

800-287-0752 - FranklinSavings.Bank
Farmington   Rangeley   River Valley   Jay    Ellsworth   Skowhegan   Wilton

Thinking of a second home near the 
slopes?  Give us a call and find out 

why everyone loves to

Right from the first days of planning the 
lodge at the newly named Captain John Abbott 
Titcomb Memorial Ski Slope, Harold Titcomb 
had concerns about the “facilities.” The slope 
had been named after Harold’s son, killed at 
the end of WWII.  Harold and his wife Ethel 
had decided to donate a circa 1827 building, that 
had been the home of Stephen Titcomb one of 
the first settlers in the Farmington area and an 
ancestor of Harold’s.  The building had carefully 
been dismantled, numbered, and moved from 
downtown Farmington to make way for the new 
Post Office.  Harold had it all saved and stored 
figuring he or his sons might use it someday. In 
a November 1948 Harold wrote to his remaining 
son Bud, detailing a meeting at Dick Bell’s house 
to plan the lodge and he included the list of ‘must 
have’ items which did not include any toilets; 
“This important subject was not discussed at 
the meeting. Individual members have suggested 
temporary toilets in the woods near bottom of 
new ski tow ... and perhaps another for children 
near the foot of the children’s slope.  No doubt it 
would be most desirable to have toilets available 
close to or connected with the back of the Club 
House.”

The lodge was erected and dedicated in 
December 1949, but with no attached toilets. In 
February of 1950 Harold wrote a friend, to update 
him about the Titcomb Memorial Ski Slope, 
“Briefly, everything is just going fine, and there is 
plenty more for the F.S.O.C,.(Farmington Ski and 
Outing Club) to do, enough to last them for years 
ahead.  The first and urgent need, (which I called 
attention to but they did not think necessary,) is a 
very much better toilet arrangements.”

The years went on, but it wasn’t until 1969 
that the outhouse use ended with an addition to 
the lodge, that included indoor modern toilets, 
though they were in the basement. It was in the 
sixties that as a youngster skiing at Titcomb, I 
remember the outhouses. I put that in the plural, 
although really it was just a two-holer outhouse 
divided with one side for girls and one side for the 

boys.  Of course, not wanting the structure too 
close to the lodge for olfactory reasons, it was 
set back towards the parking lot.  And I’m sure, 
like many ski area projects, it was probably put 
in place in late fall or even early winter when the 
ground was dry or frozen.  What I remember 
most is springtime at the outhouse, which seemed 
to me to be sitting on the far bank of a mighty 
muddy river.  I’d be bundled up in ski clothes, 
most likely in a hurry looking for a way to cross 
over the wet expanse without sinking in over my 
boots. I loved my leather ski boots and hated 
to get them muddy.  Sometimes someone put 
a board across the mud, but then it became a 
balance beam test, with its own tippy challenges.  
Having finally reached the outhouse, there would 
usually be mud on the floor, so it was hard not 
to get everything I had on muddy.  And then the 
cold seat! Yowzez!

*Originally published SMOM Newsletter Spring 2008

I Remember... The Titcomb Outhouse*
by Megan Roberts



12



13

Remembering...                               Connie Thurston

Constance P. “Connie” Thurston, 
95, of Bethel, widow of Murray W. 
“Mike” Thurston, died Wednesday, 
September 27, 2017 in Exeter, 
N.H., where she had resided since 
2012. Connie was born in Rangeley, 
Maine, December 29, 1921, and 
was the daughter of Fernald and 
Nina (Blackwood) Philbrick.

She was raised in Rangeley, 
attended school there and then 
graduated from the Maine School 
of Commerce. Connie was then 
employed at her first employer, 
P.H. Chadbourne Company in 
Bethel for several years. In 1943 
she met Mike, who was to depart 
the next day for World War II 
service and whom she would not 
see for 2 1/2 years. After his return 
they were married on June 1, 1947.

After serving as secretary 
for the Bethel School District, in 
1966 she and Mike opened The Barn Motel, 
converted from the Thurston family farm, 
which they sold in 1986 and later became the 
Riverview Resort. Through the rest of her life 
she cherished the friends she and Mike made 
during that time.

Always athletic, Connie was an avid and 
accomplished golfer, tennis player and skier. 
While Mike was instrumental in the formation 
of Sunday River Ski Resort, if there had been 
an official “First Lady” of Sunday River, it 
likely would have been she. She and Mike lived 
much of their adult lives with and around the 
many close friends they met through Sunday 
River and “The Washingtonians”, a group 
with whom she and Mike made many ski trips 
to Europe. Their lives were also enhanced by 
the many lasting friendships they made in 
the wood products manufacturing industry 

through the J.A.Thurston Company. She 
was also a member of The Bethel Historical 
Society and of the West Parish Congregational 
Church. Connie was also both a humble winner 
and a gracious loser at bridge, a game of which 
she couldn’t pass up.

More than anything else, Connie will be 
remembered by both her oldest and newer 
friends as a very special lady who loved to live, 
laugh, dance and love. Her zest for life was 
complete, and she was admired by those who 
knew her as someone with a very special grace 
and elegance. Even in her later years her laugh 
and million-watt smile would light up a room.

She was survived by her loving sons, David, 
John and Peter; her seven absolutely cherished 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
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Remembering...                                      Greg Foster

Gregory Laurence Foster, 69, of Carrabassett 
Valley and South Bristol, passed away 
suddenly, Nov. 10, 2017, while on vacation 
in Orlando, Fla., with his wife, Cindy. 
Greg was a New Year’s baby in 1948, born to 
Ruth and Laurence Foster of Winthrop.

After graduating from Winthrop High 
School in 1966, Greg went to the University 
of Vermont for his undergraduate degree. At 
UVM, Greg was instrumental in the charter of 
the local chapter of Phi Gamma Delta, and the 
purchase of a fraternity house.Greg spent three 
years at the University of Maine School of Law, 
where he graduated with the remarkable class 
of 1973. Later, he earned a master’s of law in 
taxation, from Boston University.

Having passed the Maine Bar in 1973, and 
having earned his CPA license, Greg went to 
work at Peat Marwick Mitchell in Portland. 
Then, just after purchasing his first home, 
he visited a family friend at Drake’s Island in 
Wells, where he met their visiting daughter, and 
his future wife, Cindy Mildram. Cindy and Greg 
were married in 1978 in Cumberland, where they 
later raised their children, Julie and David.

After spending three years with PMM in 
Fort Worth, Texas, Greg brought his family 
back to Maine. With a change in title, but doing 
the same work, Greg developed a reputation 
at Verrill Dana, LLP in Portland as a skilled 
and trusted estate and tax law attorney and 
served as a member of the board of directors 
for the Institute for Family-Owned Businesses. 
After nearly 30 years with Verrill Dana, Greg 
retired from the partnership in 2015. In 2007, he 
and Cindy built a home on his family’s land on 
McFarland’s Cove in South Bristol. They moved 
there from Cumberland, spending summers 
in South Bristol and winters in Carrabassett 
Valley.

Greg has been a part of the Sugarloaf 
community since the 50s, and was an original 
member of the Sugarloaf 50-Year Gang. He 
played major roles with the Sugarloaf Ski Club 

for many of those years; during his board terms 
he helped the club through hard times and good. 
As president of the club from 1995 to 2000, he led 
the club from financial lows to a strong position, 
and he continued to be committed to the success 
of the club and their mission. In 1995, Greg 
brought to life his vision for the Ski Museum of 
Maine, and was one of the original founders.

For over 20 years, Greg was an enthusiastic 
member of the SSC Cardiac Club, a band of 
skiers who take to the mountain on Saturdays; 
for most of these years he was their merry leader. 
Skiing was his passion, and he took advantage 
of every opportunity to ski the mountains of 
Western U.S., Canada, Chile and Europe. 
As active members of the Carrabassett Valley 
Outdoor Association, he and Cindy traveled on 
many CVOA ski adventures.

Greg is survived by his wife, Cindy; his 
daughter, Julie, of Denver, Colo.; his son, 
David, and grandson Pike, of Austin, Texas; 
his sister, Diane Markowski, of Cumberland; 
several cousins and nephews; as well as a 
league of friends throughout  the state. 
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Bethel Inn Resort
Bethel

BEWI Productions
Waltham, MA

Cafe DiCocoa
Bethel

Camden Riverhouse Hotel
Camden

Town of Carrabassett Valley
Carrabassett Valley

Carrabassett Coffee Co.
Kingfield

Chalmers Insurance
Bridgton

Cole Harrison Insurance Co.
Carrabassett Valley

Dirigo Management Co.
Portland

Down East Ski Club
Bridgton

Farmington Ski Club
Farmington

Good Food Store
Bethel

Gray Marketing
Bethel

Kittery Trading Post
Kittery

Maine Adaptive Sports & Recreation
Newry

Maine Huts & Trails
Kingfield

Mount Abram Ski Resort
Greenwood

NMC
Augusta

Outdoor Sport Institute
Caribou

River View Resort
Bethel

Schoolhouse Gallery
Kingfield 

Skowhegan Savings Bank
Skowhegan

Smokin’ Good BBQ
Bethel

Sugarloaf Mountain Resort
Carrabassett Valley

Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club
Carrabassett Valley

Sunday River Ski Resort
Newry

The Rack
Carrabassett Valley

Valley Gas & Oil
Kingfield

Waterfront Restaurant
Camden

WSKI
Carrabassett Valley

Memberships are an important part of our ability to sustain the Ski Museum. Please support generously.
Please either go to our website at www.skimuseumofmaine.org or use the application below and send to:

Ski Museum of Maine, P.O. Box 359, Kingfield, ME 04947

Name: _____________________________

Address: ____________________________

City: ______________________________

State: ___ Zip: _______________________

Phone: _____________________________

Email: _____________________________

Would you like to become a Ski Museum Volunteer?  
Let us know how you would like to help: 
c at events
c be a Saturday host at the museum
c with museum projects/exhibits
c with data entry and/or cataloging
c clean museum pieces
c	 other __________________________

Business partners

Please check membership level:
c	 Individual $25

c Family $50

c	 Supporting  $100 + Lapel Pin

c Sustaining $250 + SMOM Mug

c Lifetime $1000 + SMOM black logo fleece

c Business Partner $100 includes listings on  
 website and newsletter

c Additional Donation:

 $ ___________

Mission Statement
“To celebrate and preserve the history 

and heritage of Maine skiing.”



SKI MUSEUM OF MAINE
P.O. Box 359 • 256 Main Street

Kingfield, ME 04947

Primitive ski exhibit, includes a newly acquired pair of rare Tajco skis made by the Theo A. Johnsen Co.
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